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Start your: own money making business! | 


Make up to °26" an 
even while learning 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 


Easy to learn —Easy to do— Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so 


Train FAST 
at home! 


No Extra Included With Your 


great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as l BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! and SECURITY 
BYSTEMeE 


Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away 


You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw's shortcut training. 
Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 


training. Covers 
all phases of 
Burglar, Hold-Up 
and Fire Alarm 
servicing and in- 
stallation, This 
Waluablée and 
timely instruction 


we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- 
tice materials and equipment plus simp'e, illustrated lessons, 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 


Includes all special tools and 
supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
such extensive training in this 
rapidly expanding field as a part of 
your Locksmith training 


lirement — good jobs, too. 


SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 


‘Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men 
have succeeded in this fascinating 
and highly profitable field... 


“Before enrolling | checked 
other courses and also asked 
for advicg from several 
locksmiths in my area, T bey 
ail said yours was tops 
and has the most 
veriatile Key 
Machine. 

"T always 
wanted to be in 
business for myself & 
and nowlam... « 
thanks to 
Foley-Belraw 
Trstitmte. 


David Fairbrother—Dave's Locksmith Service 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 


“| opened my own business, spare 

time, seven months after I enrolled and 

made a profit of $329 for the first week.” 
B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorada 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort I average around $50 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 


««» YOU Can Do It Too 


— how Foley-Belsaw's Master 
Locksmilh-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on 


«4 LOCKSMI 


THIS PRO KEY 
MACHINE IS 
YOURS TO KEEP! a 


Find out all about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 


send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO JT TODAY! COUPON! 


ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
How to change combinations, in- 
stall and service Safe, Vault and 
Bank Safe-Deposit Box locks. 
You'll find it fascinating and high- 
ly profitable work. 


ALL SPECIAL TOOLS 
AND shcheladtonese Mitel 


ae This Pro Key 

Machine can alone 

| add up to $200 a 
< month fo your income , 

and if won't cost you a pen- 

ny extra with your training. 


RUSH FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


10826 Field Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


-FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
10826 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


oan one TODAY 
FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


/ FOUEY \ 


| YES, ‘please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


fells how you quickly | Name 

train to be your own boss | . 

in a profitable Sparetime Address ee 
or Fulltime business of esis 

your own PLUS complete Send for your Cty = 
details on our 30-Day | 


[TRIED 
FORYEARS 


-TOGAIN 
WEIGHT 


It wasnt easy until now! y 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up. . . and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight. . . 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women’s heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It’s a rare fellow who doesn't want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there’s more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can't go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


-how many skinny men you see in movies, 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 


or on TV or anywhere... with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
... and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels. . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 


DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. No. GM56 


P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 
Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not 
satisfied, | understand you will refund my money. | am adding $1 for postage 


and handling. 
Name 
Address 


City State 


STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 


Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 


| | Send me the 
30-Tablets size 
for $7.95 


_| Send me the 
60-Tablets size 
for $12.75 
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| | FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
+ anley Weston 
) | ) EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
a Hans W. Scholz 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
Peter es 


6 BROTHER VS. BROTHER: THE NIGHT RANDY SAVAGE BATTLED LANNY POFFO x 


OR-IN-CHIEPF ....0..ccconcscssscsersen Peter King 

. fi pLBUSHE EDEFON tN Gino ee Bill A 
ae re ef eet 
SSOCIATE. EDITOR «.cccccssasusseescrsescsscsaeessevs aie Peters 
10 THE Mew KEVIN Von ERICH: ASSISTANT ED BOTT ORS i ccncaveaccescsscessasersnans i Ellner 
Sree st Contre canter eran atl uermann 


"FM NOT GOING TO BE STEPPED ON ANYMORE BY ANYONE® 


Piiaa Savews . Chaz Fenn 
a8 Ric chard i 
The Lone Star Warrior has had enough ea ergiri thesis set 
ART DIRECTION: ...ccastvessssevcsceestsnsstesiseas Kenneth Morgan 
DUCTION ..cesseccssenssvee woes sanate ees Karl HI 
14 THE RETURN OF THE LEGENDS Ee od aaa crs Foe 
Bruno Sammartino and Gagne male ks to EDITORIAL ASSISTANT |. ccccccsscasscsscceousess “aura Out 
20 WOULD RICK MARTEL TRADE HIS AWA TITLE FOR PRECIOUS? wie E PRESIDENT MEDIA TS aene 
Jim Garvin Says yes! VICE PRESIDENT—ART DIRECTION 
| Kenneth Morgan 
23 VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING PUZZLE PAGE VICE BREE ter RE DATEL ON 
u Tuan Phoe iy t Sh 
A powerhouse feaser for all wrestling fans VICE PRESIDENT—SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 


Natalie Carollo 


ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
Stuart Mi. Saks 


MARKETING DIRECTOR 
Craig Peters 


24 BUDDY LANDELL: "WHY DOESN'T RIC FLAIR LIKE ME?” 
Landell may look like Flair, but he obviously isn't 2s smart as Flair 


27 THE SECRET BEHIND THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS’ HIT STYLE 
A look at the new wave of fag team wrestling 


30 HULK HOGAN: WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE TO BE WWF CHAMPION 
Behind the fame and fortune lies the blood and pain 


32 RICK STEAMBOAT: THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON 
The WWF has yet fo see the full fury of this Hawaiian volcano 


36 SPECIAL FULL-COLOR CENTERFOLD: 
THE ROAD WARRIORS—TRANSFORMATION! 
Before your eyes, ee Ones neon aw aS eee 


CIRCULATION DIRECTOR AND 
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR LIASON 
Sanford D, Meyers 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Donnalyn Cnechio 

SUBSCRIPTIONS SERVICES DIRECTOR 

Natalie Carollo 
DIRECTOR PRODUCT FULFILLMENT 

ina Meekins 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES ASSISTANT 

Jacqueline Novellino 
MAILING FULFILLMENT 
Arthur Esposito—Chief 
Allan Holman 
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VICTORY SPORTS WRESTUNG, part of 

The greatest finishing holds of wrestling are examined times per year by T.V. Sports Inc., Box 48, 

- Aq TITO SANTANA: COMMANDING THE RESPECT OF A WORLD CHAMPION SPM pgs ENE fy 

The Intercontinental king should be considered wrestfing's fourth World champion isce'k andealearac iF uallsligd ‘rlielas ot 
OFFICIAL LING RATIN photographs, which will not be returned 
= sano web unless accompanied by a self-addressed 
=. erwelope bearing the proper amount of 

70 RATINGS ANALYSIS nor me a ean may be 

Rating the announcers, for better and for worse uced wi written permission 

AT of the publicher, All rights reserved. 
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Ohl TOUGH! THE INSULT 


1 MEAN REALLY TOUGBZ EA 


MADE A MAN 

OUT OF ‘MAC’ 
My method of DYNAMIC-TENSION gives you results P ————————— | 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 


patie RU sais 
muscles, Gain pounds in weight where needed, 


Lose “pot belly.” take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your bedy — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man" you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- (Vo 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 
“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (i 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 


strip for sports or the beach... shy of girls 
... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 2) : 
scarecrow into “The World's Most o 2 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 
...a REAL man from head to toe. . . 
aman who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions, You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you Know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 

SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 

7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


, : : 
iT? (M4 SICK AND TIRED OF 
“Gene A SCARECRO'W! CHARLES 
ATLAS SAYS HE CAN GIVE ME A : 
Ea SOCY, ALL RIGHT! I'LL GAMBLE 


; > Free 


So sure am I of how fast ‘*Dynamic-Tension”’ Gifts § 

works that [| make this offer to you. Try my course for every § 

tor 7 days and in even that short period of time you pupil. Sa ETT WINE 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your Outline OO THIS FOR ME! WHAT MUSCLES! THAT 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. courses in 


WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept 1C 
P.O. Box D. Madison Square Station. New York, NY 10159 | 


DO YOU WANT... 


A MUSCULAR 
CHEST? 


JIU JITSU= KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 

HAND BALANCING 


MAGNETIC 
PERSONALITY? 


BiG ARM MUSCLES? POWERFUL LEGS? 


SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
», GRACE AMO THE CROWE, 
WELL ITS MY TURN 

THIS THE! 


...THEN MAIL THIS/(/QO(// | Pn lala 


CHARLES ATLAS Dept, 1C 
OF BODY | WANT P.O. Box D. Madison Square Station. 
| ae New York. NY 10159 

BIG ARM me anew man, Send for FREE illustrated infor- 
OD Bik MUSCLES mation, and details of your 7 Das Trial Offer 


HERE’S THE KIND 


No obligation, 
[] TIRELESS LEGS Print 
c) MAGNETIC ho ae ee ere res eee ee Ago..... MAI L 
PERSONALITY i . 
Seen SHOULDERS | city a ztp TODAY! | 
Oo MORE WEIGHT BEM ee eee 23% ea ee et ee ee 


Randy Savage and Lanny 
Poffo are brothers. And like 
all brothers, the two share a 
love—and a rivalry—unique 
to siblings who compete in 
the same line of work. About 
a year ago, when the two 
were both wrestling in the 
Mid-Southern area, we 
rented the spacious Mid- 
Southern Coliseum just so 
the two could wrestle each 
other. There were no fans 
allowed in for this 
unsanctioned battle. Luckily, 
our photographer was there, 
so you can relive the 
excitement of this unique 
‘brother vs. brother” match 
ele ee ee Sa 


6 


Taking a route of escape from a rear chinlock of 
which few wrestlers are capable, Poffo flips 
Savage over his shoulder. 


ISTENING TO THE interview 
tape, we can discover exactly how 

the idea arose: 
LANNY POFFO: Wrestling tells a 
man something about himself that no 
other sport can. You're all alone . 
against the rest of the sport. Every 
man is your enemy. That’s why Randy 
and I have to work hard at keeping 
our relationship as brothers intact. A 
wrestler’s natural instinct is to regard 
everyone in the sport as a potential 
enemy, or at least as a potential chal- 
lenger. No, let’s not make it any sweet- 
er. Every man is a potential enemy. 
You can have friends, and at times 
you'd go through a wall for them, but 
you never forget that someday you 
may be against them. Randy and I are 
constantly aware of tensions that could 

split us apart. 
RANDY SAVAGE: | guess the reason 
(Continued on page 8) 


i 3 Aerobie Blackhead 


Holds World Record 
<—_—— For Longest Throw: Remover 
MIT scientist: "When Keep your skin free of 
——_—— & Friabee dreams, blackheads. Patented vacuum 
it droame It's an Aeroble.” Thrown 1046 ) action lifts blackheads out, 
feet in January, 1985, Can you beat it? without pinching of squeezing. 
Flies over twice as far as longest ever Gentle, Safe. Fast. Guaranteed 


Frisbee throw. Most people quickly find For men & women. 3." 
that they can throw Aeroble 100 to 200 . [) 4644, Blackhead 
yards with surprising oase, Developed by 
high tech scientist Constructed of resit 
lent plastic and soft rubber, making |! @asy 
to catch 13° diameter, 4 ozs. Locke ‘ke It's 
' 
() 6044 Aerobie .............. 38.98 resty going to-ex 
. plade, then gives 
Drinking off huge clouds of 
Helmet two colored 
The Double- | smoke 
Header. Af last, 12053. Smoke 
hands tree 
drinking! Sip 
tayorie 
ages, in 
“stereo.” ideal 


Breakdance 
You can do all 
the ‘Street 
dancer's’ spins, 
flips & flashy 
footwork, Step- 
by-step instruc- 
tlons for Head- 
spin, Handglide, 
Windmill, Back- 
spring, Electric Boogie, Wave, Mannequin, 
Pop, Lock, King Tut, Language, Dress, 
History, creating your own style, crew 
Opens quickly and locks into position Pre- dancing. Fully illustrated, 128 pages, 


& 


just about anywhero, in 
with 2 side drink holders & 


emergencies. Only 5%" open, 234" closed. 
hj 2 for $5.95. 


HANDCUFFS 
DC 9043. Handoutts with Keys... $7. 


98 
2.98 


Realistic looking. Pro- 
duces mushroam if) 9048 
clouds of amoke, : 
Watch ‘em heed for 
the hills 


()2011 Smoke Grenades, i2for. $3.50 


Sportsman's 
Lock-Back Knife 


Carefully concealed secret marks. You can 
fare any card afier quick glance at back 
sed by m 


Razor sh tomperad sto! agicians, 
ere [3122 Marked Deck .......... $3.96 


blade, Smooth opening. 


Guarantee 

(} 8072 Sportsman's Knife 
Genuine 
Piranha 


Deluxe Revolving Police Style 
Warning Light Only $8.98 


Revolves just like euthentic police 
emergency Bght. Attach to car roof or 
deshboard in seconds. Also makes ex- 
cellent psychedelic party fight. Really get 
into the music & the mood with brilliant red 
beams revolving eerily around the room, 
With suction cup base for fast attachment. 
About 6" tall. Uses standard batteries. 
nod schools, (19527. Rotating Police Light _ $8.98 
water to foam as they attack any animal wh ee eee 
chances inio the water, 4" to O° specimen =— _— se 
reminds you not to go nesr water south Flying SS . 

of the equator. Use to create some real 

“fish stories” for your friends! 

Piranha 


Halicopter 
Goes Over eS 


50’ High! 8) 


Fiying authentic reptice of helicopter used 
by armed forces. Giant 16° wingsprend, 
Goes over 50 feet high. High impact plastic. 
D2065. Flying Helicopter... . $3.50 


LIVE SEA MONKEYS 
Hatch antire family of ox- 
citing pets in 5 minutes, Just 
add ‘instant Pets™ to puri- 
‘ fied water. Watch them 
“shooter, “oe gitt for anyone, must for grow, play, ate. Easy to care for, Nothing 
collectors. | Ongraved, printed on else to buy. With year's supply of food, 
banknote paper. Set of 6, Complete handbook of tricks, 

[15801 Million Dollar Bilis ..... $2.98 (03760. Ses Monkeys Complete Set $2.15 


AIR CAR HOVERCRAFT 
RIDES ON AIR! 
New HOVERCRAFT glides like magic 
over floors, sidewalks. EVEN WATER! 
Sleek car of the future uses principle of 
aif suspension to ride on cushion of air 
above most any surfoce. Colorful plastic, +008 
8"'x9""x2" high. 4° propalier. 48°’ control 8 
line from push button remote control unit. Simply prass switch and 


Hie ppaipeN Wega 


in Your area, 
ditional expense. Ni 


e.. Guaranteed Tu Take Pictures! Black & 
White or Color! Uses standard 
126 film. Takes 12 wallet size 
or 3%"x3%" shots per car- 
tridge. Get developed any- 
where or develop yourself, 


vers blade from snapping shut. Fine qual 1684. How To Breakdance... $2.95 
steal is razor sharp and holds ts edge. ax SN ee — 9 
lent for outdoor work, fishing, hunting of ee POLICE 


Real Working Radio Hidden in Pen Case! 

Fits into Your Pocket Like Pen! 
Hoar SPORTS, MUSIC, LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS in office. 
school, bed, etc. Siips into pocket like ordinary pen, Tiny estphone 
for listening, Full range tuner. Guaranteed to pull in several stations 


reception 
BATTERIES NEEDED, Self-powered solid state 


en eee eee ee eee ee eee) 


Camera is only 2% ''x4°° [> Full length 16-nch dummy with control to operate mouth and move 
Weighs less than 3 oz, For sur- | bead. No practice needed. “Talks” at once. Make him sit. stand, 8 
prise, regular of candid pic-— even dence and act alive! Fully dressed in Colorful tailored suit. 


Black/White 126 Cartridge . $1.95 A sors Archie The Dummy .........---<.-:s525.+ $1.98 t 


eS eet nes et es St ee a Gas a aa 
MAIL ORDERS FOR ALL ITEMS ON THIS PAGE TO: a. ; 


Jackpot Slot 


Johnson SmithCompany | Hectine tun 


Las Vegas replica. 
Pays real jackpot 


Dept. 2801, 35075 Automation, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043 Authentic action. 

Things You Never Knew Existed Since 1914 nD ope al 

100% SATISFACTION OR YOUR MONEY BACK nickels,” dimes, 
©1985 JSC Reproduction Prohibited 


quarters. All metal 
construction with 
chrome plated 


Bi Hercules NINJA SOFT-STARS | {*0nt. Holds approx: 
\ Wrist Band Ninja practice star 
; y $1.98 made af rubber. 5 in- 


ches across § ihe 
points. Created 
high ranked Ninja 
instructor 


Gives rugged, mas- 
culine appearance 
Double strap for 
justable. Get two - 
one for each arm 


imately $20. 624K "x2" = I 


2511 Sofi-Stars (Set of 2) .... $2.98 
Genuine leather, 
2112 Each .$1.98 2510 Soft-Ster Case .......... $1.98 oss i 
Setat 2, $3.60 Book Safe 


opens to reveal combination lock safe 

Keep valuable papers, jewels, money, etc 

hidden gway. 42 621%" 
4012 : 


| 


MACHINE 


Looks lke attractively bound book but i 


Big Bang Fun Snaps 


A Motorized 


Shoots over 100 rapid fire rounds, Up to Sub-Machine A 
30-4t, range, Greatest advancement for Water Gun 

water “wars” in history. Holds about’! the Water Hawk 

5-c2. Pump action allows faster, harder is fully autornatic, : 
hitting blasts. Authentic military style high powered, 

About 10°", low priced, hea 


O52. Water Machine Gun 2H: duty. Fires 
——_ | dozens of oands up aD with just 4 single 
. Hl of the t it. Rofillable ammo clip sips 
( > n Aon quick = hand ona ‘ou 
5 excellent mobility, Requires’4 "AA" batteries. 
Sleek Fingergrip Lockblade 1214 X 74 K 25" 


Finger fitting grip makes this areal handful | [6640 Weter Hawk 
Randoome seh Keychain, Worky lost Ine of cutting power. With 4°' mirror polished 


—— . 


pobce sty Carries ' both razor sharp stainless steel blade, finger 
All cael Sandy link Neel gd Cutts guard protection, lifetime warranty ageinsi 
e161 ; Handeufts Keycty $2.98 breakage. Black plastic handle with shiny 


metal trim, Smooth opening. Locks. firmly 
Inte Position to prevent accidental closing, 
74. Fingargtip Knife ; 


Pocket Spy Telescope ZO 


Powerful, yot fits pocket ke pen, Magni- ” 
fies several times original size, Brings dis- 


—a 


- 
Sa 
= - 


tant objects closer. Attractive finish. LoupeEATHER BULL WHIP xe Leather Fingerless,Gloves 
6724. DOORS ovvwoacdes sate : Cracks like shot-gun blast. Used by supple ‘ 
Nasitae ¥ trainers, cowboys. 4-ply. Hand made el Fa to a pcg 
Pucker Gum. Putrid. Lose Necdes gaperie « 6-M; tong. [2812 Gloves (pair) ......... $13.90 
C2738. Pkg. of 5 .. 756 So. aR oO bl OCS te 

Red Hot Gum. Glezing 


0) 2724. Pkg. of 5... 75¢ 
Garlic Gum. Awful, 
0) 2735. Pkg. of & .. 75¢ 


eluxe Surprise Package 


Pleasant surprise and bar 
goin. Includes new sam- 
S ples, factory surplus, ape: 
cial novelties, etc Most 
werth much more. 


[ $518. Deluxe Surprise Bargain. $2.98 


nt — > 


Commando Survival Knife 


Similar to knives used by Special Forces 
Designed for toughest jobs. Use as knifa, 
saw, horvnar, hatchet, fish scaler. 5°’ term- 
pered steel blede. Razor sharp, Back of 
blade has sharp saw teeth. Laminated 
leather handle for positive grip. Sttched & 
(vetted genuine leather sheath with leg ties. 
Sharpening stone included. 

32 .,..$11.98 


" “3 #2999 Fake 


#3116 Smoke Dog Mess 


From Fingertips [| 1 


€; Si 


#2192 Noisy 
Nose Biower 


Pepper | 
Bubble Gum | Snapping Gum 


Any 3 - Only 88¢ each 
Smallest order - 3 items 
Any 4 - $3.25 (81¢ ea) 
Any 5 . $3,95 (79¢ ea) 
25 Phony Any 6 - $4.60 (77¢ ea) | Fly - lg) 
rier . Parking Tickets | 7 or more, 75¢ each | 1f8P: “gee We 


mAci- WM Bololom Ot-1¢-] (510, 
Things You Never Knew Existed! 


World ; OuUSs CalWio”g oO 9 plies, pre iS, j0 . ic! iS, hobbed . 

ne scientific , fun-makers, planes & boats, gadgets, time- savers, photo 

f Hynes ee , ewelry, disguises, music Items, stamps, coins, puzzies, 

ap \ fachos, bikes & 5 , banks, office and artis! supplies, 
, Models. magic, much more, 


—, 
(2 Yes—Send Me Your Catalog, | have enclosed 25¢ postage (Canedian $1.00), 
JOHNSON SMITH COMPANY 
Dept. 2801, 35075 Automation, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043 


WOW MANY TOTAL PRICE 


[J #2190 
Stop Watch 


#5011 | /) fae 
venus ff? 5 


will vary from place to place. No ad- 


Greatest Musion of the century! Apparently see bones thru askin. SALE! $1.98 
Laugh riot when people don't Know if they cen trust youl Amaze and / ; ° | 
embarrass everyone! Regular size glasses with built-in optical illusion. \Ss. Exclusive 
013762, XRAY Specs Only ................... 1,98 Por Pair » import Bargain 

IDGET CAMERA—$2.98 Make Him Move, 


NO C.0.D, Send check or money order (which youcan get | Simes* Qhe 
at post office, bank, drug store). Canadian & foreign 

orders must add $2.00 extra shipping/hendiing. Use any | TOTAL $ 

extra paper if needed. Money Back Guarantee. 


Act Life-Like, 
Seem to Talk, 
Sing, Laugh. 


Print Name 


tUres. Heavy-duty plastic con-]| Molded plastic, natural finish head. Moveable arms and legs. 1 Address Anuar 
struction, With eyelevel viewfinder, | INCLUDED FREE; 5-Minute Lesson on How to Throw Your 
Single action shutter with tens. Voice (With of without dummy). Foot friends a5 voices seem to # 
COME 505.5 oS ae eee eT es $2.98 | come from under bed, behind doors, utc- City 


Sl Dao mas OO WS Cars Se ee ee ee State Zip 


(Continued from page 6) 
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lot of confidence and a sense of my 
own self-worth before I wanted the 
world to know I was a Poffo. Lanny 
turned pro after me, and before he did 


my father, Lanny, and I sat down and ! 


established certain principles we'd have 
to live by. Even if we had opposite 
wrestling styles and were wrestling each 


other's freinds, we decided we'd always ¢ 
try to stay close. It's a constant job for © 


brothers to stay close in wrestling. 


LANNY POFFO: Yeah, it’s hard even 


for brothers to stay close. Look at the 
Oates brothers in Georgia. They're bat- 
tling each other almost every night. 
There’s a tension in all wrestler rela- 
tionships because we all want to feel 
were the better man. The question 
eats at you. That’s why I think so 
many friendships in wrestling tum into 
feuds. The friends refuse to address 


I changed my last name was to be — 
considered my own man. My father is | 
Angelo Poffo, and the Poffo name is | 
recognized world wide. I had to get a | 


# hel : i S a 
a Zi e| rt f Pet fi 
aif y i pHi AS © Ta 
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the problem and soon resentment 
srows. Then, the first time there’s any 
real pressure, the two are at each oth- 
er’s throats. 

RANDY SAVAGE (after a long si- 
lence): We never resolve it. Its always 
there. And it’s always something that 
we haye to guard against. 

LANNY POFFO: Sometimes, | think 


Fortunately, referee Jerry Lawler was prepared 
for the fierceness of the match. Savage lifts Poffo 
overhead (top left). Lawler tries to maintain order 
(above). Poffo springs from the turnbuckles with 


his backflip (left). Lawler declares a draw (below). 


if we could just have a match against 
each other, without the crowd taking 
sides or anything but personal pride on 
the line, we could end the tension. Just 
get it out of our systems. 

Thats when we suggested that the 


‘two brothers wrestle for their own 


peace of mind. In exchange for renting 
(Continued on page 46) 


ERS... 


YOUR NEXT PACK OF CIGARETTES CAN BE THE 
LAST PACK OF CIGARETTES YOU EVER SMOKE! 


e How many times have you wished 
you could quit smoking but were 
afraid to try? 


ae 


a ot 


In Just 3 Weeks We GUARANTEE YOU WILL 
HAVE QUIT SMOKING CIGARETTES 
..- Or Your Money Back! 


NOW AT LAST THERE IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP YOU STOP SMOKING 
CIGARETTES! IT’S TRUE! READ THE FACTS BELOW. 

The Surgeon General has warned that smoking cigarettes is dangerous to 
your health... that smoking causes unnecessary physical suffering... that 
smoking kills!) YOU KNOW IT’S TRUE buf you keep on smoking? Why? 
Because cigarette smoking is considered to be a medical addiction that can 
| be as difficult fo kick as alcohol or even heroin! 


You Need Help To Break This Addiction! You Need Help To Stop Smoking! 


lf you want to quit SmpKing: HELP IS NOW AVAILABLE. A new Smoking Deter- 
rent Drug Product called NICO-QUIT can give you the help you need to once 
and for all stop smoking. 
HERE'S HOW NICO-QUIT WORKS 
When you wake up inthe morning you will spray your mouth with NICO-QUIT. 
You will taste a clean, pleasant peppermint flavor that freshens your breath, 
When you have your first cigarette of the day, NICO-QUIT goes fo work In- 
stantly, NICO-QUIT contains a medically safe ingredient (Silver Acetate) that 
reacts with the nicotine in the cigarette smoke. The moment you take a drag 
on your cigarette, NICO-QUIT almost miraculously couses you to Instantly 
lose your desire to fake another puff... so effectively you'll immediately put 
out the cigarette. 
But remember ...smoking is an addictive habit. Your body will demand 
anoiher dose of nicotine which means you'll light up another mata But 
NICO-QUIT instantly counteracts the demand and you'll put out the second 
cigarette even more quickly than the first! 
This pattern of demand and counteraction will slowly but surely affect how 
offen you reach for a cigarette, More and more time will elapse between 
cigarettes. And every time you succumb and light up a cigarette, you'll In- 
stantly realize you cant smoke the cigarette... that you don't want to 
smoke the cigarette... and will crush It out with a new found strength... 
and with a new found pleasure of finally realizing that you truly are going fo 
quit smoking! 
Found Safe By The Advisory Revue Panel Appointed By 
The Department Of Health And Human Service Of 
The United States Food And Drug Administration 


silver Acetate (the medically safe ingredient in NICO-QUIT) has been found 

safe to use by the Food and Drug Administration. You'll be amazed how 

quickly NICO-QUIT helps you lose the desire fo smoke. And just.one spraying 

of NICO-QUIT lasts for up to four hours. Wash ied spray again and you're pro- 

tected for another four hours. The pleasant flavor doesn't affect the taste of 

food or drink... but always reacts with the nicotine in cigarette smoke. 
LET NICO-QUIT HELP YOU QUIT SMOKING ONCE AND FOR ALL! 


No matter how long you ve been smoking ... no matter how many packs of 


eo. 
ne 
a ie 
- 


Sete Sea mee ms, PLE ie Se 
Satisfaction 
GUARANTEED 
* Or Your Money Promptly Refunded! 


Act Now! } 


ao 


° How many times have you tried to 
quit smoking and failed? 


#)| plus $3.00 postage & handling for TWO bottles of NICO-QUIT. SAME 


| eHow many times have you wished — 
someone or something could 


really help you.stop smoking? 


WHEN YOU STOP SMOKING, YOU 

WAIT WEEKS OR MONTHS TO REA 
OF YOUR NEW HEALTHY LIFE-STY 

According to the American Cancer Society, these are the changes that 

take place In your body when you stop smoking: 

WITHIN 20 MINUTES 

® Blood pressure drops to normal 

* Pulse rate drops to normal rate 

° Body temperature of feet and hands Increases to normal 

AFTER 8 HOURS 

« Carbon monoxide level in blood drops to normal 

e Oxygen level in blood Increases to normal 

AFTER 24 HOURS 

® Chance of heart attack decreases 

AFTER 48 HOURS 

* Nerve endings start regrowing 

* Ability to smell and taste things Is enhanced 

AFTER 72 HOURS 

® Bronchial tubes relax, making breathing easier 

® Lung copacity increases 

WITHIN 2 WEEKS TO 3 MONTHS 

® Circulation improves 

® Walking becomes easier 

* Lung function Increases up fo 30 percent 

1TO 9 MONTHS 

* Coughing, sinus congestion, fatique, shoriness of breath decrease 

® Cilia regrow In lungs, Increasing ability to handle mucus, clean the 

lungs, reduce Infection ae 
* Body's overall energy level increases 
YOU KNOW IT’S TIME TO QUIT SMOKING AND NICO-QUIT WILL 
HELP YOU SUCCEED! 


DON'T HAVE TO 
P THE BENEATS 


Remember ... the Surgeon General's report says an estimated 85 per- | 


cent of all lung cancer Is caused by cigarette smoking. And cigarette 
smoking increases the risk of early death from other ie-threaten! 
meeasse, such as heart, other lung and muscular diseases! IT’S TIM 


GIVE YOURSELF THE BREAK YOU DESERVE! 
MAIL NO-RISK MONEY BACK COUPON TODAY! 
FOR A HAPPIER, HEALTHIER LIFE! 
Mail coupon today to receive your 3 week supply of NICO-QUIT. All it costs is 
$9.95; just 47¢ a day...less than the cost of a pack of cigarettes. And 
whereds cigarettes can ruin your health and cause aed Bee 
and mental suffering ...NICO-QUIT offers you a healthier, happier \ife. So 
dont delay another day...mail coupon today. You'll be so glad you 
did... and so proud of yourself when you stop smoking once and for all! 


END THE RISK TO YOUR HEALTH & LIFE! 
MAIL NO-RISK MONEY-BACK COUPON TODAY! 


i i 


| Plagse rush me NICO-QUIT...the medically approved safe Anti- 

Smoking Mouth Spray. | will use it for 3 weeks. If | have not totally stop- 
| ped smoking In that short period of time, | can return the empty bottle for 
a full money back refund... no questions asked. 


¢ ) Enclosed is $9.95 plus $2.00 postage & handling for my full 21-Day 
upply of NICO-QUIT, 

NAME — 

ADDRESS APT. NO.. 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 


( ) SPECIAL OFFER: HELP A FRIEND QUIT SMOKING! Send only $17.95 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 


4 HEN BASEBALL manager Leo 

Durocher made famous the 
phrase “nice guys finish last,” he 
could not have envisioned 30 years 
down the line the existence of a 
family of wrestlers called the Von 
Erichs. That five men could maintain 
their values and sense of fair play 
while going on to dominate an en- 
tire sport would not have made 
sense to old Leo, who used to in- 
struct his pitchers to throw spitballs 
whenever possible. 


But the facts speak for themselves. 


@ Fritz Von Erich: As father of the 
clan, Fritz held the WWA _ heav- 
weight title, the American heavy- 
weight title, the Texas heavyweight 
title and just about every other re- 
gional belt in and around Texas. 


@David Von Erich: Captured the 
Texas State title four times, the 
Southern heavyweight title, the Unit- 
ed National belt, the Missouri State 
title, and, with his brother Kevin, 
held the U.S. tag team title, the 
World Class tag team title, and the 
All-Asian tag team title. 


As part of wrestling’s most venerable family, Kevin Von Erich walked 
softly, letting his actions in the ring speak for themselves. Some 
thought, however, that Kevin walked too softly. According to his 

family, Kevin has changed, and his newly acquired aggressiveness 
promises to make life difficult for many of his old enemies 
10 


CONTROL) 


ri 


Now sit back and relax. ff 


With REMOTE 
CONTROL in your 
hand, you can 


turn your TV 
on/off with 
just a push 
of a button— 
from | 
anywhere 

in your 
room! 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

If not delighted 
simply return in 30 
days for a prompt 
refund of 
purchase 
price. 
Order now! 


¢ NO WIRES! NO 
BATTERIES! WORKS 
BY ELECTRONIC 
WHISTLE! 


* USE ALSO WITH 
LAMPS, RADIOS, ALL 
ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCES! 


IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS CORP. 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, N¥ 10017 


WEAK in MATH? 


New Short Cut Math Skills in Only Weeks 


—10 minutes a day . 


BONUS! 


wilh Math book Pockel 
"Math-Wizard” g 


Gel the Right Answers ina 


Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 


Instant answers convert 
fractions into decimals, 
percentages and reverse. 
Plus other tough math pro- 
blems solved in a jiffy! 


One volume contains all 
subjects—arithmetic, alge- 
bra, geometry, trigonometry 
through calculus. Tackle 
any math problem even if 
you never finished high 
school, Basic and advanced 
math taught in terms of 
everyday experience. Clear- 
ly presented step-by-step 


.. for Higher Pay Jobs 


with the Easy-To-Learn 
Self Teaching Method 


9, \ MRTREMBTICS 


SELF WEACMeEn 


and illustrated. Learn theory 
and practice from “scratch”, 
“brush-up', or feference. 
Summary makes review 
easy. Track your progress. 
Catch errors instantly. Pass 
civil service and job tests. A 
must for all office, sales, in- 
dustrial jobs, home finances. 
send $9.95 plus 95¢ for 
shipping. 30 day Money 
Back Guaranlee. 


VALCO*Dept.318*Box 2012, New Rochelle, N.Y.10802 


a 


Y 


American Heart Association 


No more 
getting out 
of bed to 
turn off 
the TV! 


. — = MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY! «a= ax 


IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS CORP. Dept. ACI2 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 


Yas, pears send me the WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL on your money back guarantee. 


0) One for only $12.95 plus $1.50 post. & hdlg 

_ Total $14.45 

LI SAVE $3.50—Two for only $22.95 plus 
$2.50 post. & hdig. Total $25.45 


Enclosed is $. 
NY res. add sales tax 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 
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SURPLUS DIRECTORY 


BUY FOR AS LITTLE AS | 
1¢ ON THE DOLLAR J 


| 

l 

: “Moneyback Guarantee i 
| JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS, 
TYPEWRITERS, TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the U.S. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS, Some 

J] actual prices . ... CARS $30, PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 22¢, 50 J 

| POWER BINOCULARS $3, and MORE. ; 
THIS NEW 1986 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 


List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our f 
BIGGEST MOST - COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only ae 


| ] Cut out this ad and send to: SURPLUS, DEPT. B18 


4620 WISCONSIN AVE. N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016 I 


WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 


TU0 SKINNY ¢ 


Amazing New Hercuplan 


Guarantees 
NEW SHAPE 
es SRLS 
-\ GG or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones into a powertul 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day | 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let,poor eating habits | 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say..."/'ve never looked so great in my life’. 
L.D., Chicago IL. “Thanks to your Hercup/an— 
program | am now proug to be seeninabathing 
suit" L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 

|} —— — — Money Back Guarantee - — — — 

Send to: Rush Ind., Inc. Dept. HU79FB 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 


Please send my order today! 
' 030 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 


| 
| 
| | G60 day only $11.98 90 day only $17.98 | 
| AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


D Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 
| Strength program 
O | am adding $1.50 for express service 
Name 
Street 


Safe Acne Treatment 
Improved Bio-Masque with SalicylicAcid 


MUST CLEAR UP 
a 


Acne Pimples 
& Blackheads 


OR YOU PAY_# 
NOTHING! VV 


The makers of Bio Masque, popular peel- 
away mask-created for the treatment of 
acne, report their new, improved formula 
now contains Salicylic Acid. The FDA, | 
tests have proven Salicylic Acid to be 91% 
effective against acne. Bio Masque with 
Salicylic Acid penetrates the skin pores to 
work 3 ways: (1) it helps dry and clear up 
blackheads and acne pimples; (2) it allows 
i the skin to heal; (3) it helps keep the skin 
I clear and help prevent the development of 
new acne. You are asked toapply mask, let 
it harden, peel it off just 20 minutes later. 
i skin will be noticeably clearer and more 
attractive. Bio Masque is safe and is avail- 
able without a prescription. A 4 oz. bottle | 
$6.98: Special Discount: 2 bottles, $11.98. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE—— 
4 oz. Bottle only $6.98 Special! 2 only $11.98 
Add $1.00 for express delivery service. 
Send to: RUSH Ind. - Dept. PA79FB 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 


KEVIN VON ERICH 


(Continued from page 10) 


After prying the chair from Kevin Von Erich, referee David Manning now faces the tougher task of 
prying Kevin from Chris Adams (above left). If Chris doesn’t know where Kevin is, he is going to quickly 
find out (above right). Adams leans as far back as he can to avoid a Von Erich right (below). 


ium: 3 


@Kerry Von Erich: Held the Mis- 
souri State heavyweight title, the 
American heavyweight title, and, of 
course, the NWA World heavyweight 
championship. 

®Kevin Von Erich: Captured the 
Missouri heavyweight titles as a 
rookie, held the World Class Ameri- 
can title, and held a share of the 
World Class tag team belt with 
David. 

@ Mike Von Erich: As 1984’s Rook- 
ie of the Year, Mike captured the 
American title and presently holds 
the World Class six-man tag team 
title with Kevin and Kerry. 

The family has set these standards 
without ever diminishing its image. 
Compromise is simply not in the 
Von Erich recipe for success. Never 
have they turned their backs on the 
fans, never have they violated the 
(Continued on page 48) 


SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


THE FANS CHOOSE 
WRESTLING S BEST 
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ALSO HONORING: v + ho 


| a PIPER igs af . 


Be a subscriber to the 
most-colorful wrestling mag- 
azine in the world and 
never miss an _ issue. 
Wrestling is the only 
sport with nonstop actior? 
the whole year round, | superstars. That's 12 giant 
and nobody covers wres- a | —aE pinups a year! They are 
tling better than PWI. worth the price of a sub- 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 
Remember, each issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
contains a _ spectacular 
FULL-COLOR PINUP of 
one of wrestling’s greatest 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR Go scription by themselves. 
PWI’s award-winning staff is always on the SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY—A 


scene where the action is. It’s truly the Ware h year’s subscription to PWI—12 big 
undisputed champion of wrestling mag- With T e issues—is only $22. It’s an un- 
azines from the great staff of writers, 


beatable deal: you save $5 off the news- 
through the dramatic peak-action photographs, Leader stand price, and you have every issue 


plus the magnificent , full-color pinup. PWI delivered directly to your door. Sub- 
brings wrestling from the arena into your home. : scribe today. 
Send To: TV SPORTS 4 New (4) Renewal 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 | 
BOX 48 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 as 
payment in full. | | 


ADDRES, 2 = eee SS eee 


CN eee ee SS eS 


(Offer good in U.S.-and Canada only. All other countries $27.00. U.S. funds only.) 
Please allow ale to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


i 
I 
| 
i 
| NAME : 
| 
| 
i 
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THE RETURN OF 


Verne Gagne and 
Bruno Sammartino 
have a lot in common. 
They are both among 
the greatest wrestlers 
of all time. They both 
have sons who have 
followed in their paths. 
They both retired at 
about the same time. 
And, coincidentally, 
they both made 
comebacks in 1985 


Verne Gagne: nine-time A WA champ 


. THE LEGENDS 


HE EMPIRE STATE building 
isn't going to retire. Neither will 
the Grand Canyon, Mt. Rushmore, or 
the Mississippi. River. The Statue of 
Liberty grew a few wrinkles, but with 
the proper care she'll soon return to 
the spotlight. And, in a related inci- 
dent, Bruno Sammartino and Verne 
Gagne have announced their come- 
backs to the wrestling rings. 
Cherished institutions don’t fade 
into the sunset. They don’t end up on 
some porch, rocking away their final 
hours. At some point they become 
4e transcendent of their frames and 
Py mouldings, their wood and steel weaves 
into the very fabric of Amercian life, 
their spirits far reaching and 
everlasting, 
Human beings can also be mytholo- 
gized. To insult Babe Ruth was to spit 
(Continued on page 18) 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’REAT Ww 
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ATUW AVAMEADLE — 
A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALIT 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


2stlina 
ILLUSTRATED 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50%) long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
ilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PW/ T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying dise to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW “Skyflyer™ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 914 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PV// button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 

| BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

a PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT — 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 2ELUXE PACKAGE 


pepe a 


ITEM PRICE QUANTITY a ears MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 


Box 48 
(| (SPeciy HERTS TINY Make’ checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


ADDRESS | APT 


| 
| 
| 
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! 
| 
| 
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CITY: | STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. i 
SHIRT SIZE LiSmall (C)Medium LiLarge _| XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, “The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don't be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stori - 
ting Sheik, A ae pam 
september 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 


June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco, 
August 1975/Siories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 


september 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

February 1976/Stories include: And 
Bates Lewin, Brazil. is 
March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson, 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco, 


June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 
August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 
October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 
November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling ||, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orion. 
enter 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 
February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne, 
May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 
August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan, 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andra, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 


March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 
April 1978/Stories Melt te Backlund, 


Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 


August 1978/Storiés include: Backlund, 


Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 


October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 


tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling ll, Bravo. 


January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 


tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammanino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Lada, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

sepremnper 1979/Stories include: 
steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Ahodes, Backlund, Putski. 


November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 


Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 


April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 


Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammariino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhoades, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 


November 1980/Stores include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Kolofi. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 


| April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 


Sammiantino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper, 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Ahodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
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October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich, 

1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 


June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes, 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 

February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich, 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Slories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iran Sheik. 
October 1994/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- - 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stones include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wresile- 
mania, 2byszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 


* November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 


boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, The Road 
Warriors 

February 1986/Stories include: Rock 'n' 
Roll Express, The Road Warriors, Mulli- 
gan & Windham 
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Don't miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 


Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 
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February 1975/Stories include: Andre, \ ui? J 


Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, * 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler, 

July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. : | | 
August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- i.” 6) le 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. | a ss 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling II, Rhodes. ; 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, ; 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. a 
July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Yon Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Ench, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling Il, Mascaras. 

February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
Apnil 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard, 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 


AUGUST 1985 
May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 
July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevans, Superstar. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Siories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Enrich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories incluce: Patera, 
Ahodes, Wrestling Il, Morales. 


May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndortt. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
Caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko., 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. : 
August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

september 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brady. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include; War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka, 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
| Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express, 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, 2byszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/Stories include: 20th An- 
niversary, 10 Greatest Wrestlers, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Sammartino 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen 


OCTOBER 1985 
November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers, 
January 1981/Stories include; Valen- 
line, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling Il, 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backiund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper, 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper, 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
onuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include; Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 


| THEWRESTLER 


| Make Check Payable And Send To: rrr a 

2 heen oi tose CJUNES1 (IJUNES3 CAFR GS T.V. SPORTS | ONLY 

: c F\JULY81 [JULYS3 COMAY8S | 

OJULY75 COMAY79 AUGS1 (CaAUGES CIJUNESS Box 48 $3.00 EACH 

OAuG75 ")wuLY79 (ocTat sertss Ouutyss | Rockville Centre, NY 11571 , | 

| | rn ms 0 ue 79 ODECBi (JoCcTs3s CAUGSS “i 

JAN76 () 72 OVJAN82 (CONOVa3 (SEPT BS [ Ive 

| CIFEB76 CIDEC79 (MAR@2 cipeces CiocTes Please send me the back issues I've checked, Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. i 

OWULY76 OVANS8O [/APRB2 [JJANe4 [CINOVES | 
J GNOV76 COFEB8O [J MAY82 CIMARB4 [i DEC8S Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ 
jaan Gwe BaMe Ouse ame | 

OA Oo 82 [CIMAYS4 ([/FEBS6 | 

eee LipEOY Ee en PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 
f APR7?7 COJUNE80 [)SEPTB2 (CUULY 84 

CIMAY77 [1 4UG80 /[JoOCcTEs2 C AUG 84 SSS —————— as 
| Duune77 CSePTso ONove2 cosepTad | 

CJULY77 C1OCT80 [iDECs2 [jocTss a 
| Soct7 CNOVBO [\JANS3 [NOVAS oat sal 
| CNOV77 [)JANB1 [)FEBa3 [)DECas 

CISEPT78 [)FEB8i (IMAR83 fC) JANE&S5  ———— re ! 

Hoct78 [1MAR81 (APRS3 [i FEBSS 

LINOV7S [JMAY81 (MAY S83 [MAR 85 | STATE ZIP 

i] on A a Se — 
Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed, Bo No’ Send Coins. | 


Da Not Use Old Order Fomis tr ell cresrs oxcert the United Staies and: Canada you. MUST ADD one dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for boat 
(In case of a Sellout, indicate substituie Isswe:___- = mas, and io dofers (US,) jor every back issue sént by air mail. i 


Above left: “Living Legend” Bruno Sammartino shows Johnny Valiant that he has n 


THE LEGEND 


(Continued from page 14) 


ot lost any leg 


strength. Brutus Beefcake doesn’t dare interfere. Above right: Valiant and Beefcake have a skull session, 


courtesy of Bruno Sammartino. 


on the flag. Lou Gehrig was not only a 
tremendous ballplayer but became, 
through his death, a national monu- 
ment to courage and endurance. And, 
too, “Win one for the Gipper’” became 
as much a rallying cry off the field as it 
was on it. 
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Once Verne Gagne climbed into the ring against Nick Bockwinkel, it was hard to believe that there was 
ever a gap in their years-long feud. The hatred both men have for each other was apparent from the start. 


From a fan in. New York: “When 
Bruno would trot into the ring every- 
thing would be okay. I knew that he 
would take care of business. I knew 
he’d never let us down.” 

From a fan in Minneapolis: “I grew 
up knowing only Veme Gagne as 


champion. What a fair and honest and 
brave champion. When he retired, | 
felt as if a part of my childhood died. 
Wrestling lost a little of its lustre for 
me. 


When Bruno wrestled his _ final 
match, against George Steele in 1982, 
coming on the heels of Gagne’s retire- 
ment in 1981, wrestling was sent reel- 
ing from the loss of two of its biggest 
stars ever. Between them, Sammartino 
and Gagne had logged over 45 years 
in the ring, and more then half of 
them were spent as champions. The 
legacy they left reminded one of the 
Boston Celtics’ eight consecutive bas- 
ketball titles, Joe DiMaggio’s 56-game 
hitting streak, and Bob Beamon’s 
29’ 2” long jump—records to be mar- 
veled at but never again equaled. Al- 
though retired, Sammartino and Gagne 
remained the embodiment of profes- 
sional wrestling at its best. To the fans, 
they could never really be gone, as 
their legends haunted arenas through- 
out the country. 

Concerning their retirements, both 
men seemed quite content when they 
announced to the public that they 
would wrestle no more. Gagne was 
quoted as saying, “I've had a marvel- 
ous career. I’ve made many friends and 
have wonderful memories, but now all 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Martel has to also contend with Garvin’s psychological ploys. 
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ICK MARTEL TOSSED _ his 

clothes into a duffel bag, threw 
on a warmup suit, a pair of sunglass- 
es, and made a quick exit out a side 
door of the dressing room. He was 
in his car and out the lot before 
anyone could ask him a question. 
His back-patting fans were nowhere 
in sight. Gone .was his characteristic 
match-winning grin. His usually well- 
catered postmatch press conference 
was cancelled. Though he had just 
successfully defended his AWA 


Ruibanoken Rick Martel has earned the respect of the 
wrestling world by letting his wrestling speak for him. 


Now the AWA World champion is facing the challenge 


of Gorgeous Jim Garvin and his dangerous valet, 
Precious, a duo determined to snatch Martel’s belt by 
focusing the champ’s attentions on things having 


nothing to do with wrestling. Can Jim Garvin think his 


way to the championship? 


World title, Martel had the look of a 
loser. Though he had just turned 
back the challenge of a wily and un- 
predictable Jim Garvin, Martel was 
the one who left the arena troubled. 

The other dressing room spoke a 
different story. Reporters milled 
about, snapping questions in be- 
tween bites of cold cuts and goblets 
of champagne. The buzz of celebra- 
tion filled the room, Clearly, the 
roles were reversed. Jim Garvin, who 
by all accounts was soundly beaten 


only moments before, was carrying 
on as if he had just captured the 
World championship. His valet, the 
lusty Precious, danced  exotically 
about the room. After 10 minutes of 
continued merriment, Garvin mount- 
ed a podium and requested quiet. 
He rasied his arms pontifically and 
began: 

“Friends, ladies and gentlemen of 
the free press, beloved companion 
and guiding beacon of my life, my 
darling Precious, let me introduce 
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Left: Martel mounts Garvin’s shoulders and will arch his 
challenger to the mat. Above: Martel attempts a flying vault. Below: Garvin 
grabs Rick by the hair and runs him through the ropes. 
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k, flipping his 
myself. My name is Gorgeous Jim 
Garvin. and | am the next AWA 
heavyweight champion.” 

At the announcement, many otf 
the reporters returned to their sand- 
wiches, having heard the bragardly 
claims of better men than Jim Garvin 
for years. Precious, however, 
beamed as if she were in the pres- 
ence of a god. Gorgeous Jim, having 
allowed his initial words to sink in, 
continued: 

“The reason | am to be the next 
champion of the world has nothing 
at all to do with wrestling, however.” 
Here Garvin paused, giving the re- 
porters a moment to drop their 
sandwiches and scramble for’ their 
notebooks and recorders. He went 
on, in complete control of the room. 
“It should be clear to all you profes- 
sional critics and analyzers that | am 
on my way to the title. The only 
thing that can—and has—stopped 
me is the ugly collusion that exists 
between Rick Martel, the promoters, 
and the referees. They will not let 
me win the title in the ring. Tonight, 
as you all saw, | had Martel pinned 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Ric Flair respects Buddy Landell’s talent, as well he should. But even if imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, he doesn’t care 
for the man one bit. Landell tries to turn the champion over for a pin attempt (above). Buddy’s figure-four is good, but it is not 
great—and it will not make Flair submit (below). 
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Buddy Landell calls himself ‘‘Nature Boy,’’ not 
coincidentally the same nickname Ric Flair 
uses. Landell claims he’s perfected a figure- 

four leglock that is better than Flair’s. Landell’s 

trying to emulate Flair’s playboy lifestyle. And 
he can’t understand why the NWA World 
champion doesn’t care for him | 


By Craig Peters 


HEN | WAS sent to the 
Carolinas to interview Ric 
Flair for the November 1985 cover 
story in our sister publication Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, | was elated. 
Flair had agreed to take me to 
dinner, which meant champagne 
and filet mignon in the best res- 
taurant available. 

When | was sent back to the 
Carolinas to interview Buddy 
Landell for this magazine, | was 

. well, let's put it this way: | 
took the assignment as an oppor- 
tunity to contrast and compare 
Landell with Flair. Landell claims 
to pattern his ring style and his 
lifestyle after Flair. This seemed 
like a good opportunity to check it 
out for myself. 

Landell showed up at my hotel 
riding in the back seat of a Cadil- 
lac. His manager, J.J. Dillon, was 
driving but said that he was not 
going to join us for dinner; he had 
/ another appointment across town. 
| climbed in the back seat next to 
Landell, and made a mental note 
about the relative lack of space: 
Landell and Dillon both had travel 
bags on the floor, and it was kind 
of difficult for me to stretch my 
‘legs comfortably—l’m 61” and 
have a tough time in automobile 
back seats as well as train and 
airplane seats. 
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Landell latches on to Flair’s chin (above), but 
when the champion gets to his feet, Buddy doesn’t 
know what to do (opposite right). 
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(By contrast, it should be noted, 
Flair picked me up at my hotel in 
a chauffered stretch limousine, 
fully equipped with television, cas- 
seite stereo, and bar.) 

“Isn't this a great car?’’ Dillon 
said as we rode down the high- 
way to the restaurant. ‘““Comfort- 
able as anything, and we get a 
price break because we're leasing 
instead of renting by the day.” 

“Shut up, J.J.!’”’ barked an an- 
gry Landell. | remained silent 
throughout the ride, deciding to 
wait until we got to the restaurant 
to begin my interview. 

When Dillon stopped the car, 
we were in front of an Italian res- 
taurant. It was a good thing Dillon 
wasn’t staying for dinner, because 
the parking lot was jammed. 
When Landell and ! walked into 
the restaurant, there were about a 
dozen people waiting for tables. 

Landell craned his neck and 

(Continued on page 54) 


scowl. Then Flair smiled and so did Landell (left). At that point, Flair knew the match 
would be his. Buddy applies a rear chinlock (above). 


Tag Team Wrestling's New Wave 


By Joseph Bua 


OBERT GIBSON’S ~HARSH 
scream cut through the air and 
sent a chill down Rick Morton’s spine. 
“Watch out, Rick, behind you!” 
Morton had just rebounded off the 
ring ropes when the frantic cry reached 
his ears. He dug in on his heels, and 
the muscles in his thighs strained to 
absorb the enormous momentum of 
his body. Pivoting on his left heel, 
Morton turned and looked over his 
shoulder. He positioned himself for a 


hip toss, tagging off to his partner just 
as Gibson vaulted himself over the top 
rope. Completing the hip toss move- 
ment, Morton left the ring as Gibson 
hurled himself in the air for a flying 
bodypress. 

“Beautiful, Bobby, beautiful. 
smooth and quick, that’s just what we 
want.”’ 

"Hey, we’ve got it brother, and it 
keeps getting better.’’ 

Morton and Gibson shook hands 


Rick Morton and Robert Gibson— The Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express—have forged a dynamic tag team style that has 
brought them widespread fame and the Mid-South tag 
feam title. In this exclusive story, Morton and Gibson 
discuss their unique winning formula 
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Robert Gibson surprises Steve Williams with a quick rollup, and only “Dr. Death’s”’ powerful legs will save him from a 
pin (above). Rick Morton zeroes in on a fallen Krusher Khrushchev (below left). Gibson vaults over the top rope and 
comes down on Ivan Koloff’s arm, which is held to the mat by Morton (below right). 


and stepped off the ring apron to the 
slickly polished wood floor of the oth- 
erwise deserted gym. There were no 
Opponents there to sneak up behind 
them, no fans to cheer for them, no 
one else except for me, a lone reporter 
in the front row of a room full of 
empty seats. 

I was priviliged this day to be wit- 
nessing one of the daily training ses- 
sions of The Rock ’n’ Roll -Express. 

“Is this how you always train?’ | 
asked. “Don’t you ever work with an- 
other team in the gym?”’ 

“Sometimes we do,’’ Morton said, 
“‘but there’s nothing special about that. 
Every tag team trains that way. Not 
that there’s anything wrong with it, but 
we have some unusual ways of training 
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Gibson, more noted for his speed than his 
strength, tries to stop Williams from getting where 
he wants to go (top left). Morton headlocks Dr. 
Death, looking for Gibson’s signal to tag out 
(above right). A Fabulous Ones-Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express match (Steve Keirn vs. Morton, left) is a 
rare and beautiful sight to behold. 


and we wanted you to see some of 
them.” 

I asked them about the advantage of 
training without sparring partners. 

“See, a lot of sparring partners sim- 
ply aren’t of the talent that they can 
push you to your limits,’ Gibson ex- 
plained. ‘‘When we work like you just 
saw, we’re doing things off the tops of 
our heads. We’re creating a hypotheti- 
cal match as we go along.” 

“In that series of moves you just 
saw,’ Morton continued, “‘] had no 
idea that Bobby was going to create 
the element of danger behind me at 
that moment. So_when he called out, I 
had to react instantaneously to that 
danger, without really knowing what it 
might have been.” 


(Continued on page 56) 
29 


HULK HOGAN: 
Willing To Pay 
The Price To 

Be WWE 


As a6’8” champion, Hulk Hogan feels obligated to 
take on the largest and most powerful men that come 
his way. Men like Big John Studd (right and below) and 
Ken Patera (below right) make the life of the WWF 
champion very difficult. 


He’s the WWF hea vyweight champion and an international superstar. But 
his life is not all title victories, magazine covers, and opening-night galas. 
This is an exclusive look into the grueling life of a celebrated champion 
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HE BELL RINGS and thou- 

sands of fans in the arena 
leap to their feet to applaud Hulk 
Hogan’s most recent WWF title 
defense. A group of teenagers by 
ringside scream their approval as 
Hogan thrusts the championship 
belt into the air. Hogan’s theme 
song, “Eye of the Tiger,’’ blasts 
through the arena sound system. 
The celebration of another suc- 
cessful title defense is in full 
swing. 

This is the moment that makes 
it all worthwhile. For the fans, this 
is their opportunity to let loose. : 
They had gasped in horror when 
Hogan dropped: to the canvas af- 
ter a vicious right hand from his 
opponent. They had screamed 
encouragement when Hogan 
slumped wearily into the corner. 
But now that the match is over, 
it's their opportunity to show their 
champion how much they appre- 
ciated his effort. 

I's a special moment for the 
champion as well. The pain he 
suffered moments earlier is ig- 
nored. Hogan struts around the 
ring in his usual confident style, 
but like everyone in the arena, he 
is only human. He may have the 
dimensions of a superhero, but 
those dimensions are arrived at 
only after countless hours of work. 
in the gym: lifting, pushing, pull- 
ing, and sweating until his body 
has been worked to its limit. 

Training is an important, maybe 
the most important, aspect of Ho- 
gan’s life outside the ring. But it 
has to be fit in. He spends a huge 
chunk of his time traveling from 
city to city, giving interviews to the 
local press, taking care of private 
business ventures, and doing 
charity work in the communities 
he feels he owes something to for 
their support of his career. In Ho- 
gan’s eyes, the blood and sufier- 


. = PEN Se ing, the gymwork, and the de- 
Hulk Hogan stumbles back to his dressing room having taken another pounding and spilled some more m n his time are all part of 
blood, but also having preserved his cherished WWF championship. ands ‘0 Nevare al Paty 

(Continued on page 58) 
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. NYONE WHO MAKES even 
the most cursory study of the 
Martial arts will quickly realize that 


in fact the term “martial arts” is 


hopelessly vague to begin with. 
To say one “is a practitioner of 
the martial arts” is like saying one 
‘likes music.” Well, what kind of 
music? Rock ‘n’ roll? Jazz? Blues? 
Country and westem? Broadway 
show tunes? Soul? R&B? Classical? 
Reggae? 

Even if you could choose one of 


could 
Springsteen to Van Halen to The — 
Clash to Chuck Berry to The 


Of The 


By CraigPeters Craig Peters 


the above categories (and that list 
doesn’t even come close to repre- 


senting the full spectrum of musi- 


cal possibilities), there still remains 
so much variation within the indi- 
vidual category: “Rock ’n’ roll” 
mean anything from 


Ronettes to anything in between 
. or beyond, — 3 
* The:same ie tee mente mere 


arts,’ is one refering to karate? 
Jujutsu? Aikido? Tang soo do? 


OAT 


1 


Kung fu? Shotokan? Tae kwon do? 
One distinction that can be 
made without getting heavily 


bogged down in detail is that no 


matter which martial art one is 
talking about, there are two di- 


mensions to that art: physical and 
mental. 


And this is a distinction that be- 


comes very important in the case 


of the man known as “The Drag- 


on’—Rick Steamboat. 
arts. When one talks of “martial — ———- 


There is a new Rick Steamboat. He’s got a new martial arts-based wrestling style, a new 
commitment to wrestling and to himself, and a new nickname—The Dragon. The only 
thing nof new is Steamboat’s determination to win 


33 


Above: Rick applies a traditional armbar against 
Magnificent Muraco. Below: Steamboat drags 
Muraco by his shirt. Right: “C’mon Brutus, this 
is no time for a rest!’ 


several things are definite about 
the 1985 model Rick Steamboat: 

@The Dragon is a man who has 
forgone all the aimlessness of the 
past few years, who has eliminated 
all the indecision of whether to run 
his gymnasium or to challenge for 
the NWA World title. He has 
found a new purpose: success in 


the WWF. And he’s devoting all of 


his time and energy toward 
achieving that goal. 

@The Dragon is a man who, be- 
yond finding new purpose, is 
comfortable with that purpose. On 
the television program Wrestling 
TNT, Steamboat silently watched a 


piece of videotape in which Mag- 


ee 


nificent Muraco and Mr. Fuji took 
the belt from Steamboat’s black 
robe and used it to hang him by 
the neck over the top rope. When 
the tape was over, Steamboat was 
quiet for a few seconds. Then he 
told of how he actually welcomed 
the challenge of Muraco and Fuji. 
He even referred to his aimless- 


Top left: Steamboat catches Greg Valentine with a back-kick to the midsection. Left: Displaying 
tremendous leaping ability, Steamboat hurdles over a charging Muraco, Above: The Dragon scissors his 


Hawaiian rival’s head. 


ness of years back, and asserted 
that he was going to once and for 
all silence those critics who claim 
that the aimlessness that had 
plagued his career was still there. 
This, clearly, is a man who is de- 
termined, who has made his mind 
up, who will back down from no 
one. 


@eThe Dragon is a man who 
continues to have one of the most 
impressive scientific repertoires in 
the entire sport, yet he is down- 
playing much of that scientific 
knowledge and increasing hisruse 
of martial artistry in the ring. 

The martial artistry in!particular 


35 


CA nt 
‘ ‘ 


a} 
Loa oa 


7 
ex 


‘7 


pA 
* 


4 


+7 


en 


.. To A Finish 


a is the last part of our special two- 
part examination of wrestling’s 
deadliest finishing maneuvers. (Part 
one was published in the Winter issue 
of Victory Sports Wrestling.) Five of 
the most successful men in wrestling 
discuss their most effective finishing 
maneuver or hold. Their choices not 
only reveal much about their wrestling 


: | / > 
themselves. cell 


WRESTLING'S 
10 DEADLIEST HOLDS sx 


Peering through blood-soaked eyes, Dusty 
Rhodes locates the target area on One Man 
Gang’s head before delivering a brain- 
rattling bionic elbow. 


fonic 


IKE MANY OF the most effec- 
tive finishing maneuvers, the bi- 
onic elbow appears deceptively simple. 
In actuality, it entailed long and hard 
hours to master. It is also one of the 
few maneuvers that, as it becomes 
more effective, it becomes more dan- 
gerous to its practitioner. 

Dusty Rhodes, the man most fam- 
ous for his bionic elbow, explains, 
‘When done right, the arm is always 
in motion. It isn’t a fluid motion, ei- 
ther. It’s a series of perfectly timed 
jerks designed to provide the most le- 
verage. It demands a lot of strength to 


yy 


the motion is right on the money. If 
the jerks are timed and spaced correct- 
ly, there’s very little power in the ma- 
neuver. That’s why so many guys try it 
but few stick with it. 

“The bionic elbowsmash allows no 
room for error. There are some ma- 
neuvers that don’t have to be perfect 
to work. For example, a bad sleeper 
can still put a guy out. But the bionic 
elbowsmash is either perfect or worth- 
less. In fact, it can be worse than 
worthless. It can be dangerous to the 
man executing it. 

“If you hit the guy in mid-jerk, 
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the ligaments in your elbow, rip up 
your biceps, and force a shoulder sepa- 
ration. When I’ve made a mistake, | 
can feel it for two days; my entire arm 
is in agony. And I’ve been lucky. I’ve © 
know guys who’ve landed in the 
hospital. 

“Now you're going to ask why if 
it’s so dangerous do I use it. Look, 
you have to go with what works physi- 
cally best for you. I happen to be built 
perfectly for the bionic elbow. A pro- 
fessional wrestler doesn’t have that 
great a choice as to maneuvers he can 
do. No matter what the risk, you go 


be done right, but_all the power in the your upper arm and shoulder have to with what you know makes you a 


world won’t make it effective unless 


absorb an incredible shock. It can tear 


winner.”’ 
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CHRIS ADAMS 


! 


yORN OF A karate maneuver, the 

superkick can send an opponent 
hurtling through the air, crashing to 
the ground and wanting to do anything 
but get up again. It’s the maneuver 
made famous by young Chris Adams. 
According to Adams, this brutally dan- 
gerous maneuver Is basically for defen- 
sive purposes. 

But don’t be fooled—the superkick 
is not a defensive maneuver. When 
Adams calls tlie superkick a defensive 
maneuver, he means he’s defending 
himself against prejudicial referees. 

“Once a guy is branded a rulebreak- 
er,” Adams contends, ‘‘he has no 
friends. The referees try to handcuff 
him and they allow his oponnents to 
get away with murder. So I had to 
come up with something that would 
quickly and surely stop a guy so even 
the referee couldn’t save him. 

“To say the superkick is just a kara- 
te maneuver is like saying the Sistine 
Chapel ceiling is just a painting. You 
can’t be even very good at karate and 
expect to master the superkick. It also 
combines rigorous training, some expe- 
rience in gymnastics, and you have to 
be born with muscular legs. If you 
don’t have the raw material, all the 
training in the world won’t mean 
squat. That’s why no other wrestler 
will ever master the superkick. I have 
the best legs in wrestling.’ 

Kevin Von Erich, one of the super- 
kick’s victims, relates, ““When his foot 
hits, it’s like your entire torso explodes. 
You can’t think of anything. A wres- 
tler’s instincts «almost always function 
in any situation, but not after getting 
the superkick. I don’t think I’ve ever 
felt so helpless.”’ 

Many wrestlers believe the superkick 


Superkiek 
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Chris Adams snaps back Michael Hayes with a perfectly placed superkick to the chin, Adams can end a 


match in three seconds and a fraction with this maneuver: a fraction for the execution of the superkick 


and three seconds for the referee’s count. 


can cause internal damage to its vic- 
tims. Kidneys, spleen, and lungs are 
especially vulnerable. When Adams is 
asked about this, he says, ‘“They’re 


right. When they face me, they do so 
at great risk. Make sure you put that 
in the article. I want to make sure 
those guys know what they’re in for.’ 


Leaping from the top turnbuckle, Jerry Lawler draws back his fist and, as he impacts the mat, 
simultaneously drives the fist into his opponent’s face. Describing the manuever, Lawler says, “‘It’s like 
being hit by a 250-pound fist.” 


JERRY LAWLER 
Fistdrop 


T HITS THE foe like a bolt of 
lightning. The pain is concentrated 
and profound. Once a man has felt the 
devastation of a firstdrop, he is useless 
for the rest of the match. 

To the unsuspecting, it’s confusing 
how the firstdrop can be so effective. 
The wrestler leaps off the rope and 
hurtles toward his foe. When the grap- 
pler lands, his fist smashes into the 
victim’s face. It appears to be no more 
than an elaborate punch in the face. 
Then why should it be so awesome? 

Jerry Lawler, the most famously 
connected with the punch, explains: 
‘The power from the fistdrop comes 
from the entire body. It’s like a mis- 
sile. Only the head of a missile comes 
in direct contact with its target, but 
you have the whole force of the bomb 
behind it. When my fist hits its target, 
the force of my entire body is behind 
it. It’s like being hit with a 250-pound 
fist. You don’t get up from that.’ 

Those who’ve studied Lawler realize 
the fistdrop is really more like a 
fistroll. His body is always in motion, 
subtlely twisting so the true force of 
the fistdrop comes from both a down- 
ward and sideward fall. It takes great 
body control. Done badly, the fist 
wouldn’t hit its target flush. The shock 
to the arm could be devastating. There 
is also real danger of spinal injury if 
the roll is done badly. 

Lawler claims not to worry about 
the danger. ‘‘There’s only reason to 
worry,” he boasts, ‘‘if it’s done incor- 
rectly. I don’t make mistakes when it 
counts. No, when it comes to the 
fistdrop, only my victims have to wor- 
ry. And they have a lot to worry 
about, as my record proves.” 
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Set. Slaughter applies the dreaded cobra clutch on 
the late Rick McGraw. Slaughter’s favorite 
finishing maneuver, in effect, is a sleeperhold 
painfully applied. Few wrestlers have the physical 
tools necessary to apply it. 


42 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 
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F FORCED TO }choose the most 
feared hold in wrestling, most ex- 
perts would probably name the cobra 
clutch. Its list of victims includes some 
of the most dangerously powerful in 
wrestling. Any hold that could neutral- 


ize The Iron Sheik and Nikolai Vol- 


koff has to be considered among the 
most devastating holds ever executed. 

The man most closely identified with 
the cobra clutch is Sgt. Slaughter. 
When Slaughter started out, he was a 
rulebreaker and he developed the hold 
to terrorize wrestling. When Slaughter 
evolved into a fan favorite, he still 
used the cobra clutch, but now against 
some of the most feared men in wres- 
tling. Today, the cobra clutch is looked 
upon as an enforcer of athletic justice. 

To even attempt the cobra clutch, 
one has to have the awesome physique 
of a Sgt. Slaughter. Of all the 


superholds, the cobra clutch may be 
the most draining. The amount of en- 
ergy required to effectively entrap a foe 
would prove too much for all but the 
strongest of grapplers. It also requires 
long and muscular arms. To correctly 
snake the arms around an opponent’s 
head, the necessary length disqualifies 
most normal men. Even the arms of a 
conventionally large man would prove 
inadequate. Arms too short couldn’t 
possibly encircle the opponent’s head 
into the cobra clutch’s elaborate 
configuration. 

To its victims, the cobra clutch is 
considered a dispenser of agony. Those 
who have suffered it say that it’s pure 
torture. Told of that description, 
Slaughter says with grim finality, “The 
only people who suffer from the hold 
are the ones who deserve to suffer.”’ 


BUTCH REED — 
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If Ric Flair has a fear of heights, Butch Reed will be very understanding. From this position eight feet in 
the air, Reed will throw the NWA champion across the ring, allowing him to fall on his back. Invariably, 
the extended-arm bodyslam will knock the wind out of a man and weaken him for the balance of a 
match. 


F YOU WERE to ask experts 

which supermaneuver required the 
most sheer brute strength, the answer 
would almost certainly be the extend- 
ed-arm bodyslam. It almost defies 
believeability. One man lifts a huge 
grappler off the ground, pumps the 
victim over his head as if the foe were 
a barbell,.and throws the hapless op- 
ponent to the canvas. When one con- 
siders that means lifting a struggling 
man of a least 250 pounds over your 
head, the strength required boggles the 
imagination. 

One of the few men who can even 
contemplate attempting the extended- 
arm bodyslam:is Butch Reed. Reed’s 
superbly muscled body is the product 
of many hours weekly in the gym. 
This doesn’t make him unique in wres- 
tling, so one assumes there has to be 
more involved than the ability to lift 
weights. 

Reed reveals, “‘I’d say positioning is 
30 percent of the battle when it comes 
to the extended-arm bodyslam. No 
one—and I mean no one!—can simply 
lift a professional wrestler over his 
head. You have to use your victim’s 
own movements to help. He has to be 
moving toward you at a certain speed 
and you have to position yourself at a 
ceftain angle. Then when he makes 
contact, you use his own velocity to 
help hoist him in the air. Of course, it 
takes a lot of strength to lift the man; 
I won’t pretend to be modest about , 
that. However, it takes brains and agil- 
ity, also. You have to be smarter than 
your opponent to capture him in the 
hold. of 

“Most importantly, he can’t suspect 
when you’re ready to get him. Most 
professional wrestlers can anticipate 
when someone is preparing to execute 
the extended-arm bodyslam. To make 
it effective, you have to disguise it. 
You have a fraction of a second to get 
your body in. position; any longer and 
your opponent can counter. It takes 
brains to be successful with any finish- 
ing hold.” 


TITO SANTANA: 


~ COMMANDING THE RESPECT 


As controversy rages over Hulk Hogan’s 
relative inactivity, people are starting to notice 
there is another popular champion in the WWF. 
| And Tito Santana’s responsibilities as 

Intercontinental champion are 
immense and somewhat unique 


- - 
= = 
_ 


Several wrestling experts were certain that Santana’s title reign would end when 
he stepped in the ring with “Macho Man” Randy Savage. Well, Tito still has the 
belt (left). 


N THE National Wrestling Alli- 

ance (NWA), Ric Flair is the un- 
disputed World champion. In addi- 
tion, there are 20 other major 
singles heavyweight champion- 
ships in various NWA-sanctioned 
regions: U.S. champion, World 
Greg Valentine (above and below) and Savage 


(left) can attest to the fiery Mexican’s 
championship standing. 


Class American champion, Mis- 
souri State champion, etc. 

In the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion’ (WWF), Hulk Hogan is the 
undisputed World champion. In 
addition, there are two other sin- 
gles heavyweight championships 
in the federation. The WWF Inter- 


national title, held for more than 
two years by Tatsumi Fujinami, is 
rarely defended within the con- 
fines of the United States. The 


WWF Intercontinental title, cur- 
rently held by Tito Santana, is the 
federation’s only American singles. 
belt besides The Hulkster’s. 
Wherein lies the burden. 
Promises of large purses and 
television exposure have been at- 
tracting a wide variety of wrestlers 
to the WWF. However, no grap- 
pler in his right mind enters the 
federation with the express intent 
of signing for immediate title 
matches with Hulk Hogan. To put 
it charitably, The Hulkster has dis- 
tinguished himself as a semi-ac- 
tive world champion. There are no 
more than a_ half-dozen WWF 
contenders—all rulebreakers, of 
course—who can brag of receiv- 
ing title shots with Hogan. And 
the ‘list of deserving candidates— 
including scientific wrestlers, of 
course—is endless. 
(Continued on page 64) 
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All the back issues of the original BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for 


sale in this ad were edited and published by | 


Stanley Weston, who founded the magazine in 
1958 and sold his interests in 1964. Eachissue 
contains an exciting wrestling section, cram- 
packed with thrilling photos and award- 
winning stories. No wrestling fan can call his 


magazine collection complete without these | 


back issue treasures. Remember, these back 
issues have not been available to the public for 
over 15 years, although many have been sold 
by private collectors forasmuchas $75 acopy. 
Naturally, the supply is limited, so order today 
and avoid disappointment. 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
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Please rush the issues. of 
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For all orders except the United States and Canada you 
must add one dollar (US) for every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars (US) for every back issue ordered 
airmail. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


(Continued 


from page 6) 


the Mid-Southern Coliseum for the af- 
ternoon, we asked the brothers if we 
could photograph the match. Poffo 
and Savage agreed, somewhat reluc- 
tantly. As Poffo admitted, “We'd like 
to do it, but we're not sure how it’s 


/| gonna tum out.” 


Interestingly enough, it was the 
brothers who insisted on a referee. It 


| never occurred to us that one would 


be needed for this informal match. 


| Only a professional wrestler would real- 


ize that there are dangers even, in an 


| unofficial match between two brothers. 


If something snapped inside one, or if 


| the match got too intense, it could be 


disastrous. A referee would be needed 
to make sure the match stayed under 
control. 

Lanny and Randy's choice for the 


| referee was Jerry Lawler. He was a 


man, they felt, who could sense if the 
match was becoming dangerous. Also, 
as a personal friend to both men, he 
would be interested in making sure 
they wouldn’t get to the point where 
they'd become enemies. Though there 
was a lot of joking and good-natured 


| ribbing bout the upcoming battle, you 


didn’t have to be very sensitive to real- 
ize both men were apprehensive. 

Lawler’s first reaction didn’t do any- 
thing to defuse the situation. “You 
suys are crazy!” he shouted. “This is 
the stupidest thing I ever heard! Why 
play with fire? It's hard enough to stay 
close in this sport when you don't 
wrestle each other, I'll referee ‘for you 
suys, but I'm telling you right off the 
bat: If it gets vicious in there, I’m 
stopping it immediately,” 

The afternoon of the match crack- 
led with an uncomfortable tension. 


Lawler looked miserable; he was taking - 


his responsibility as referee very seri- 
ously. The brothers tried to joke about 
the coming contest, attempting to 
make light of the consequences. But 
the jokes were forced and much of 


_what they said sounded hollow. One 


got the feeling they were surprised and 


scared at what they felt about the im- 
minent battle. If anyone had suggested 
the bout be canceled, everyone would 
have been relieved. Of course, no one 
offered the idea, and the brothers 
dressed, 

Lanny admitted to being very seri- 
ous about the match; this was more 
than a sparring session to him. Randy, 
as if to downplay the bout’s impor- 
tance, wore jeans and a tank top. Even 
when he walked into the ring, Randy 
seemed more nonchalant than his 
brother. When the bell rang, however, 
Randy's nonchalance disappeared. 
Both men were very Serious. At the 
same time, there was a certain hesi- 
tance. Neither wanted to go all out, 
perhaps for fear of what it might do to 
his brother, and perhaps for fear of 
what it might say about himself, 

As the match progressed, however, 
the natural instincts of an athlete took 


command. The brothers started wres- 


tling with greater intensity. The move- 
ments were crisper and harder and 
more powertul. Then came the first 
real confrontation. The brothers locked 
hands in a test of strength. Their mus- 
cles bulged and rippled as each man 
struggled for control. Slowly but surely, 
Savage managed to dominate. Poffo 
broke the hold and retreated. Some- 
thing very frightening was happening: 
This was becoming a real match. 

Lawler’s eyes bumed with intensity 
as he kept a close watch on the ac- 
tion. He -knew the fuse had been lit, 
and an explosion-was imminent. “Do 
you want to continue?” he asked. With 
mixed feelings, Lawler saw both men 
nod. There was no turning back now. 
The brothers would go all out to see 
who is the better wrestler. 

Although the match became a bat- 
tle, the two brothers remained scientif- 
ic, because it was most important to 
win this bout honestly. This doesn’t 
mean they were easy on each other. 
When Randy snared his brother in a 
headlock, Lanny’s agony could be seen 


on his red face’s expression, This was 
for keeps. 

Several times, Lawler seemed ready 
to stop the action. It wasn’t that the 
brothers were violating any rules, but 
the fury of the battle frightened him. 
Later, Lawler admitted he was close to 
stopping the action at least five times 
in the first 10 minutes. But he knew 
he had to let them go. To stop it that 
early would only fuel resentment be- 


tween the brothers because of all the — 


unanswered questions. 

What followed was a superb exhibi- 
tion of wrestling brillance. Both men 
were at their best, pushing themselves 
past all previous limits, At one poimt, 
with his brother on the canvas, Poffo 
climbed atop the turnbuckle and 
backflipped onto Savage. It was a 
flashy maneuver, more to flaunt Poffo's 
ability than to cause damage. He was 
daring his brother to best him. 

The battle continued to see-saw. 
Both men grew weary from exhaustion 


and punishment. Their moves were | 
slower now and there was a sense of | 


desperation. What kept them going 
was not the quest for victory, but the 
utter fear of losing. 

Battling with instinct and will as 
their only weapons, the two men des- 
perately tried for victory. Their bodies 
begging to surrender, their pride forc- 
ing them to continue, Lanny and Ran- 
dy battled on. The match had been 
soing on for 30 minutes now. 

Then came the moment everyone 
will always remember. Exhausted, the 
two men. stared at each other from 
across the ring. They knew the next 
contact would be the last; their bodies 
couldn't stand anymore abuse. Lawler 
stood between the two brothers and 
put his hands up. “That's it, guys, it’s 
over. You've both had enough. If it 
keeps going, there’s gonna be a seri- 
ous injury to one of you,*and I’m 
afraid the thought of that would hurt 
the winner emotionally far worse than 
it would hurt the loser physically. And 
anyway, you've already proved which 
brother is best. You both are.” 

Together, Lanny Poffo and Randy 
Savage walked back to the dressing 
room. J 
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SPECIAL OFFER FOR 
HULK HOGAN 
FANS! 


From Pocket Books 


The best-selling biography of wrestling’s 
hottest superstar is now available as a 
special order through our back issue 
department. Illustrated with many exclu- 
sive photos, Hulkarnania!/ traces Hogan's 
rise from raw rookie to participant in 
WrestleMania, the most publicized 
event in wrestling history. Only $3.50 
(plus $1.50 postage and handling), 
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book, plus $1.50 postage and handling) for 
each copy I am ordering. 
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Zip 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


rules. True, when squared off against 
a particularly incessant rulebreaker, 
the Von Erichs will retaliate on equal 
terms, but only if given no other 
alternative. 

The incident that has tested the 
strength of their values is their asso- 
ciation with Chris Adams, Once 
treated as part of the family by the 
Von Erichs, Chris Adams is now 
their biggest threat. He turned on 
their trust, changed their compas- 
sion into hate, and created what 
some wrestling. critics feel is the 
most heated feud in wrestling 
history. 

Hardest hit by the change in Ad- 
ams was Kevin Von Erich. As his 
closest friend, Kevin felt the most 
betrayed when Adams took on Gary 
Hart and severed his relationship 
with the Von Erichs. Kevin, the most 
introspective member of the family, 
felt in many ways responsible for the 
breakup, Kerry Von Erich explained 
what the feeling around the Von 
Erich home was in the months after 
the Adams defection: 

“We were all pretty astounded, in- 
cluding my dad, who has a pretty 
thick skin. He had really taken a lik- 
ing to Chris and he couldn't figure 
out what went wrong. But after a 
couple of months—when it became 
clear to all of us that Chris was gone 
for good—we adjusted to it. We had 
no choice. He became the enemy, 
and if we didn’t treat him as the 
enemy then we were risking injury: 

“Kevin just couldn't get it through 
his head that Chris Adams didn’t like 
us anymore. Of all of us, Kevin has 
always been the most forgiving. But 
this was serious business. Even after 
Adams put Kevin in the hospital, 
Kevin thought that they could be- 


KEVIN VON ERICH 


(Continued from page 12) 


come friends again. It was crazy. 

“In a way, when Adams beat me 
for the American title, that con- 
vinced Kevin. And as much as I’m 
anxious to get a piece of Chris Ad- 
ams, I'd gladly defer to Kevin. He's 
changed over the last few months. 
Chris Adams is in for a _ rude 
awakening.” 

Kevin Von Erich will be the first 
one to admit that it hasn’t been 
easy, 

“Heck, no,” said the sleepy-eyed 
idol. “| don’t know what you can 
call me. Naive, | guess, or just plain 
stupid is more like it. You never 
want to give up on people. Even 
when they spit in your face and kick 
you in the back. It just took longer 
for me.” 

The “new” Kevin Von Erich is no- 
ticeably more aggresive. His matches 
don’t last as long, and he’s more 
inclined to brawl with the rulebreak- 
ers than he has been in the past. 
And he’s very anxious to find him- 
self in the same ring with Chris 
Adams. 

“! would like one more match 
with him. | would like one chance to 
vent all of the frustrations that have 
built up inside me. Right now | feel 
like a different person. | needed 
something to change my ring style, 
something to shake me up. I’m not 
going to be stepped on anymore by 
anyone. No more Mr. Nice Guy. No 
more Mr. Sap. 

“It seems that all I’ve talked about 
in the past eight months is Chris 
Adams. | want to get this whole 
thing out of my system and move 
on. Chris Adams is no longer any- 
thing special. He’s just another wres- 
tler, like One Man Gang or Gino 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Hernandez. To fend sany special im- 
portance to him is giving him more 
credit than he deserves.” 

The new Kevin Von Erich has the 
enthusiastic support of his fans, 
friends, and family, all of whom have 
watched in fear these past few 
months as Kevin attempted one fu- 
tile reconciliation after another. As 
Papa Fritz put it: 

“Kevin had to figure out what to 
do about this Adams situation by 
himself. Nothing we could say or do 


would have done any good. It’s one 


of life's difficult lessons that you ~ 


| have to learn on your own. Since 
| Kevin is naturally more compassion- 
ate than most other people, it just 
| took him a little longer. But he’s 
with us now, in mind and body, and 
| he’s gonna be one heckuva danger- 
ous son-of-a-gun.” 


| tinued from page 18) 


I want is to retire to a little peace and 


quiet. Spend time with the family, take 
a vacation. Do all the things I couldn't 
do these past 25 years.” 

Bruno commented that “wrestling 
has allowed me to do things and meet 
people that was beyond my wildest 
dreams. But I have a son who deserves 
the spotlight now. And | have a pair of 
twins at home that Id like to spend 
more time with.” 

The words were what you'd expect 
to hear from two men whose lives have 
been public property since they 
stepped into the ring. People close to 
the champs, though, knew better. Se- 
nior Editor Bill Apter, an old friend of 
Sammartino’s, confided -that “Bruno 
was restless from the moment he re- 
tired. I interviewed Bruno about a year 
after the Steele match and he was in 


| the best shape I had ever seen him in. 
| He told me that he was working out 


more now than when he was wrestling. 


You could just sense that he wanted to 
come back, although he didn’t say any- 
thing to me at the time.” 

A similiar refrain could be heard 
from up around Minnesota, where 
Verne Gagne was spending his time as 
an AWA official. Greg Gagne told us 
that “Dad would never stop moving. 
He was very active in wrestling, but 
you could tell his heart was in the ring. 
He was always working out with me, 
but he spent a lot of time at home, 
writing columns for his wrestling news- 
paper [Verne Gagne’s Pro Wrestling 
Report] and taking care of his business 
interests. I'm glad something happened 
to get him out of the house. He was 
driving Mom crazy.” 

What drove both Verne and Bruno 
from their homes and back into the 
ring was something that any parent 
could appreciate. Bruno came to the 
rescue of his son David, who was at- 
tacked by Brutus Beefcake and Johnny 
Valiant, while Verne rallied behind 
Greg after he was attacked by Mr. 
Saito and Nick Bockwinkel. 

Although both situations were ser1- 
ous, the feeling throughout the wres- 
tling world is that Gagne and Sammar- 
tino were just dying for an excuse to 
get back into the ring, and were only 
too happy to use their children for 
such an occasion. 

“Nonsense,” said Bruno. “I’m here 
only to help David. This is a temporary 
situation, Once we straighten this Beef- 
cake and Valiant out, then I'll g0 back 
to just announcing matches and train- 
ing David.” 

Gagne is even more explicit about 
his much ballyhooed comeback: “This 
is no comeback. I’m just helping Greg 
settle an old score. That's it.” 

But, gentlemen, does it feel as good 
for you to get back in the ring as it 
does for the fans to have you? 

“Yeah,” Bruno sheepishly replied, “it 
feels great.” : 

“You mean do I like the contact?”, 
Verne asked. “Do I like the fans’ 
cheers? Do I like the action? Do I like 
the excitement? What do you think? 
C’mon, what do you think?” 

Old legends never die. They just 
keep coming back. i 
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several times, but each time the ref 
refused to count. And | hope no one 
has forgotten our title match last 
month, where | won the belt, and in 
one of the grossest displays of par- 
tiality in the history of professional 
sports, the match decision was re- 
versed by a group of officials who 
were not even in attendance. 

“| became worried that despite my 
superior talents, | would never see 
the belt around my waist. Then my 
Precious Over here came up with a 


plan that has succeeded where my 


ring talents have failed. You see, la- 
dies and gentlemen, because of her 
unyielding devotion to me and her 
desire to see me assume my place as 
the champion of the world, Precious 
has agreed to trade herself to Rick 
Martel in exchange for his AWA 
World championship!” 

The room became abuzz again. 
Reporters scribbled wildly} not want- 
ing to miss a single word. A few 
thoughts permeated the dressing 
room walls: If this is just another 
one of Garvin's psychological cha- 
rades, then why did Martel leave the 
arena so quickly? Why was he so 
withdrawn after a victory? Why isn’t 
he here to defend himself? 

Garvin explained the bizarre situa- 


tion: “Apparently, Rick Martel has 


been in love with Precious for quite 
some time now. | can’t fault the man 
for falling for a woman as intelligent 
and beautiful as my Precious, but 
rather than making his intentions 
known, like an adult, he instead has 


_sent her surreptitious love letters for 


the past year, declaring his undying 
love. The more she ignored him, the 
more desperate he became until, as 
all of you witnessed a few months 
ago, he attacked her in the ring, the 


(Continued from page 22) — 


poor man’s frustrations getting the 
best of him on television. It was 
then that Precious struck on the idea 
of exchanging herself for the belt. 
When she suggested it to Martel, he 
didn’t hesitate for a moment. 

“There is an obvious dearth of 
fine-looking women in Canada and 
with Martel’s personality resembling 
a dead man’s, it’s hard for the guy to 
find suitable companionship. Pre- 
cious doesn’t care. She has nothing 
but contempt for a man like Martel 
who would sacrifice his integrity for 
the sake of a woman. She'll be with 
him in body, but her mind, soul, 
and spirit will always be with me. 
Eventually, a man like Martel will 
self-destruct anyway, and then we'll 
be back together. The important 
thing is that | will become the World 
champion.” 

With that, Garvin stepped off of 
the pedestal and embraced Precious. 
With tears streaming down her face, 
she announced, “! do this for you 
Jim Garvin because | love you more 
than | love life itself,” and, raising a 
glass of champagne, she announced, 
“Drink everyone, drink to the next 
champion of the world!” 

The two then left the dressing 
room together, leaving the reporters 
to sort through the ‘startling. revela- 
tions. Martel was contacted at home 
and told of the allegations. It was a 
tired voice that answered Garvin's 
accusations. 

“You know, in all my years of 
wrestling I've never encountered 
anyone like Garvin. It's much harder 
fighting him out of the ring than in 
it. As a wrestler he’s fair and easily 
manageable, but once he gets an au- 
dience he’s impossible.” 

(Continued on page 54) 
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But what about Precious, Rick? 
What about the trade? 

“I’m surprised any of you fell for 
that nonsense. Forget the obligation 
| have to all my fans and my family, 
forget the fact that | find Precious 
incredibly unattractive, do you think 
that | can go around and trade my 
championship in like a used car? 
C’mon, | thought you were smarter 
than that. I’m just tired of having to 
defend myself against Garvin’s cheap 


rumors. It affects my concentration. 
It throws me off my game, And 
that’s why | didn’t stick around after - 
ther match.” 

The question that remains for 
wrestling fans, and for Jim Garvin 
and Precious, is can these artificial 
distractions affect Rick Martel 
enough to cost him the title? The 
answer to that question will tell us 
how much Martel has matured as a 
world champion. a 


BUDDY LANDELL 


(Continued from page 26) 


looked around, obviously search- 
ing for someone he knew. His 
face fell when he realized that the 
person he was looking for wasn’t 
there that night, and that we 
would have to wait for the other 
12 people to be seated before we 
could get our own table. 
“Sorry about _ that, 
Landell said apologetically. 
“No problem,” | replied; mak- 
ing another mental note: Flair took 
me to the finest steakhouse in the 
Carolinas, he knew everyone in 
the restaurant, and we were seat- 
ed immediately at a quiet table 
away from all the other diners. 
When the maitre d’ finally 
brought Landell and me to our 
table, we were in a corner next to 
the kitchen door. | sighed, we or- 
dered a bottle of wine, and | 
forged ahead with my interview, 
despite the fact that each ques- 
tion, and in turn each of Landell’s 
answers, was seasoned by the 
sound of waiters and waitresses 
going to and fro through the kitch- 


Craig,” 


en doors. 

“Pretty good restaurant, huh?” 
Landell smiled. | agreed, even 
though | didn’t. ‘Look, let’s talk 
wrestling. | just want to say right 
now, and for the record, that | 
have been overlooked in the 
World Championship area. And 
I'm getting fed up with it.” 

“Overlooked?” | asked. ‘‘Look, 
Buddy, you wrestled Magnum 
T.A. for the U.S. title when he had 
it, and you've wrestled Ric Flair 
for the NWA World title. A lot of 
wrestlers would like to have had 
those two matches in the past 
couple of months. So what’s your 
problem?”’ 

“| don't have any problem! As 
far as T.A. goes, I’m the man who 
weakened .him for Tully Blan- 
chard. As far as Flair goes, he’s 
gone. He's passe. He’s had it. I’m 
the Nature Boy for the ’80s, I’ve 
got a better figure-four, and I’ve 
got superior management.” 

| interrupted Landell. “But you 
don't have the NWA World title.” 


“That's only a matter of time,” 
Landell said. “Look, | don’t know 
what Flair’s problem is. You ask 
me about my problem, and I'll tell 
you | have none, but | wonder 
what Flair’s is! Hey—just because 
I’m the heir apparent to Ric Flair 
doens't mean he has to have 
such a big chip on his shoulder 
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floor. 

The waiter came to our table,| INSTA-SLIM 
apologized for our dinner having BELT 
become garbage, and assured us | FORMEN! FOR WOMEN! 
that a new meal would be coming 
soon. He brought us another bot- 
tle of wine and said that tonight 
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BACK ISSUES 
WRESTLER ANNUAL & 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


The back issues available in this ad are the top of our line. All of 
these magazines contain a color section, and many were news- 


stand sellouts. They are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, 


order today. 


| WRESTLER ANNUAL | 


This special collection of the most requested stories published in The Wrestler 
mee E two fabulous color pinups in aoe issue. 
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ROCK 'N’ ROLL 


(Continued from page 29) 


I was still a little confused. I won- 
dered how this method of training 
could be productive, and | pointed out 


that any flesh-and-blood opponent 
would probably not be vulnerable to a 
hip toss at that point in the match. 

“See, the point isn’t that a hip toss 
would necessarily be the right move in 
that particular instance,’’ Gibson ex- 
plained. ‘“What we’re trying to do here 
is to sharpen our style in terms of tag 
off speed and individual reaction time. 
Rick’s reaction was superb in that case. 
He stopped himself dead and moved 
into a hiproll stance, which is not easy 
when you’re rebounding at full tilt off 
the ropes.” 

I was beginning to understand. Mor- 
ton and Gibson aren’t in training to 
work on specific maneuvers. Instead, 
they deal in abstract generalities such 
as speed and reaction time. They devel- 
op those qualities on a general level, 
and then they are in turn able to apply 
them in specific match situations when 
they arise. 

I had never heard of any tag team 
training themselves in this way. 

“It’s important to be spontaneous 
but controlled,’ Morton said, ‘“‘and 
that’s part of the success of The Rock 
n’ Roll Express. And believe me, this 
training helps.”’ 

Are speed and reaction time the only 
factors that Morton and Gibson con- 


centrate on? 

“No, but they’re two of the most 
important,’’ Gibson said, “‘and they’re 
the two that we’re working on today. 
See, we’re both young guys. We’re not 
particularly heavy—our combined 
weight is under 500 pounds—so we 
rely on speed and the element of sur- 
prise to help overcome our 
opponents.” 

Is. speed the most important factor 
to the success of The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express? 

“Speed, of course, and stamina,” 
Morton said. “Stamina is equally im- 
portant. But as for the most important 
factor, that would have to be our 
attitude.” 

‘Absolutely,’ Gibson agreed, 
“Without the proper attitude, without 
being able to get along with each oth- 
er, the team is going to go right down 
the tubes. We’re together so much. We 
spend a couple of hours every day in 


training. Then there’s traveling togeth- 
er, prematch warmups... it all adds 
up. Sometimes it’s like we’re Siamese 
twins!”’ 

Gibson and Morton climbed back 
into the ring and began wrestling their 
imaginary opponents once more. As 
Gibson was in midair throwing a drop- 
kick, Morton called to his partner 
from the ring apron. Immediately 
upon hitting the canvas, Gibson scram- 
bled 180 degrees to the other side of 
the ring and delivered another drop- 
kick as Morton set himself up for a 
sunset flip. 

Sitting in my priviliged ringside seat, 
surrounded by empty chairs and the 
memories of seeing The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express in- live action many times 
against difficult opponents, I realized 
that Morton and Gibson are truly one 
of the best tag teams in the sport to- 
day—and they’re getting better all the 
time. O 
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"> TELESCOPE 


for seeing distant objects 5 
times as big, hundreds of 
yards away, clearly, brightly! 


vse MICROSCOPE 


for examining objects fabrics 
etc., 25 times their actual size 


DEER CREEK PRODUCTS 
P.O. BOX 754, Dept. A25 
POMPANO BCH, FL 33061 


Please send me ___ Pocket Spy Scopes at $3.79 plus 
50¢ postage and handling. | understand it is sold with a 
‘money-back guarantee of satisfacton. 
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| Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Strength. ‘Hammer Fists’ 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing “Hammer Fists’’ give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says “| can take 

| care of myself.” | 


WARNING “Hammer Fists" are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 

the danger of serious injury to an opponent. | 


Order “Hammer Fists’ power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don't see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don't instantly feel more 
owerful, more masculine, more capable, more 
earless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. Send het $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping far two). 

“Hammer Fist" Dept. 26415 

P.O. Box 1164, Bellmore, N.Y. 11710 
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EACH 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


HULK HOGAN 


(Continued from page 31) 


what being the champion means. 
It's the price he has to pay. 


WRESTLING 84/85 


Each issue features a spectacular Printed entirely on slick paper, each | 
full-color centerfold Action Gallery of magnificent issue is jam-packed with So as Hogan bounds around 
at least 16 pages of full-color photos =| the ring holding his prized gold 


championship belt high above his 
head for everyone to see, it is a 
fitting wrapup, not only to the 
hours of preparation that have 
gone into this title defense, but 
also to the years of triumph, de- 
feat, and education that have 
“J | brought him from Venice Beach, 
California, to the WWF _heavy- 
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weight title. U 
LN RICK STEAMBOAT 
meee (Continued from page 35) 
re Sas 


that Steamboat favors is a variation 
of PKA (Professional Karate Associ- 
ation) full-contact. 

PKA full-contact fighting, some- 
times referred to as “kickboxing,” 
is a hybrid mixture of conventional 
6 | boxing and basic karate, though 
many competitors mix skills drawn 
from a wide range of martial arts. 
PKA matches are fought in a box- 
ing ring, and each fighter must 


for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. U.S..funds only. 


Mee WRESTLING SUPERSTARS | | throw a minimum of eight hard 
A. Winter/83 E ally Neimaasiat | | kicks per two-minute round; bouts 
O Spring/ea  Spring/@s Falls | | range from five rounds (prelimi- 
1 Winter/8s . ) : 
| WRESTLING 1984/85 | | nary level) to 12 rounds (world 
| S haces 1 Spring/85 1) Summer/85 [) Fall/a5 : i aig Sei sizes atau 
OC Winter. What is most interes ut 
| mts paras AND MAIL -TO: ONLY | PKA is that the fighters must be 
| Box 48 $3.00 EACH | | Proficient in both boxing and kara- 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | | te, as blows are thrown with both 
| Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $ as payment | the hands and the feet. Competi- 
| in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | | tors are blending styles from two 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: | disciplines—and that’s exactly 
(es | | what Steamboat is doing in the 
| .>. — | | wrestling ring: blending two disci- 
Ai a a) ee __-| | plines. He is much like a PKA 
| 5 | | fighter who-has substituted wres- 
De = —— | | tling skills for boxing skills. 
ar esakg o | | Indeed, Steamboat’s style is very 
= = SSS ee ee cae 
For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered | similar to that of a PKA fighter. Leg 
| | 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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sweeps, legal in PKA, are also a 
(Continued on page 60) 
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All the back issues of the ORIGINAL WRES- 
TLING REVUE listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue in 


@ 1959 and sold his interests in the magazine in 


1964. These extremely rare back issues have 
not been available to the public for more than 
15 years, although many have been sold by 
private collectors for as much as 75 dollars per 
copy. This is a rare opportunity for those of you 
who collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance, at a 
price you can afford. Most of these issues 
contain magnificent, full color pin up portraits 
of the world's greatest wrestlers, some of 
whom are still active. The supply of these 
collector's treasures is very limited, so order 
today and avoid disappointment. 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 
| SPRING 1961 
SUMMER 1961 
FALL 1961 
DECEMBER 1961 
FEBRUARY 1962 
APRIL 1962 
JUNE 1962 
DECEMBER 1962 
FEBRUARY 1963 
|] DECEMBER 1963 
FEBRUARY 1964 
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For all orders except the United States and Canada you 
must add one dollar (US) for every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars (US) for every back issue ordered 
airmail. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 
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common element of Steamboat’s 
style. And the karate thrusts to the 
head and chest, the “hard kicks” 
that PKA fighters must throw in 
each round, have become regular 
features of a Rick Steamboat wres- 
tling match. 

Steamboat has not overhauled 
his entire wrestling style. He still 
dazzles opponents with what has 
got to be considered one of the 
most formidable dropkicks in the 
entire world. And his flying 
bodypress from the top rope ranks 
right up there with those of Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka and Mill 
Mascaras. 

One final point: A lot of fans are 
wondering why Steamboat never 
allowed his martial artistry to ex- 
press itself more while he was in 
the NWA. A look at the Official 
Rules Of Professional Wrestling 
(sixth edition; 1973) as sanctioned 
by the National Wrestling Alliance 
may provide the answer: 

“The use of karate or kung fu 
thrusts or kicks is prohibited. Cer- 


tain non-lethal judo moves, which 


may resemble these prohibited 
maneuvers, are allowed. Referees 
are expected to exercise extreme 
care in differentiating between le- 
gal and non-legal martial arts 
tactics.” 

The WWF rulebook contains no 


| such restrictions on karate or kung 


fu thrusts and kicks. 


“Perhaps the most basic thing 
that people have got to under- 
stand is that someone can have all 
the physical training in the world, 
can achieve mastery in half a doz- 
en of the martial arts, and it will all 


(Continued from page 58) 


be completely and utterly useless 
unless that person has the proper 
mental training to utilize those 
physical skills.” 

So said Joe Bua, a former asso- 
ciate editor of this magazine and 
current editor of the California- 
based magazine Inside Karate. 
since Bua was a keen observer 
and analyst of the wrestling scene 
for several years, and since he is 
now deeply involved with all as- 
pects of the martial arts on a daily 
basis, he is uniquely qualified to 
comment on the recent develop- 
ments that have taken place in 
steamboat’s career. 

“Tt doesn’t matter which martial 
art you're talking about,” Bua said, 
“the foundation of that art has got 
to be mental discipline. And that’s 
a part of the beauty of the martial 
arts. They stress the mental dimen- 
sion of competition, they elevate 
mental discipline to the same level 
as physical discipline, and that's 
good. 

“Tve been following Rick Steam- 
boat’s career for a long time,” Bua 
continued. “I find him to be a fas- 
cinating individual. And I think 
that recently, since his move to the 
WWF, he’s. rediscovered that 
mental discipline that, years ago, 
enabled him to capture the Mid- 
Atlantic title, U.S. heavyweight title, 
and the NWA World tag team title. 
He’s had to incorporate a style that 
involves less pure wrestling and 
more martial artistry in order to 
achieve that discipline, but I 
would say that he’s a more dan- 
gerous—and potentially more suc- 
cessful—competitor than ever 
before.” 

(Continued on page 62) 
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FEBRUARY 1985 
March 1978/Cover stories: Andre-Flair, 
Mascaras. PLUS: Koloff, Rhodes, Inoki. 
August 1979/Cover story: Bruno-Koloff. 
PLUS: Flair, Orndorff, Funk. 
September 1979/Cover story: Flair-Mc- 
Daniel. PLUS: Garvin, Ladd, Rhodes. 
February 1980/Cover story: Rhodes- 
Funk. PLUS: Race, Spoiler, Brisco. 
April 1980/Cover stories: Andre, Mulli- 
gan-Studd. PLUS: LeDuc, Lawler, Ladd. 
May 1980/Cover stories: Koloff-Ander- 
son, Brody-Spoiler. PLUS: Graham, 
Andre. 

June 1980/Cover stories: Graham, 


Patera. PLUS: Rhodes, Lawler, 7byszko. 


July 1980/Cover story: Bruno-Graham. 
PLUS: Samoans, Star Wars 1980, 
October 1980/Cover story: Hogan, 
PLUS: Flair, Wrestling II, Super D, 
January 1981/Cover story: Morales-Fuji. 
PLUS: Zbyszko, Thornton, Keirn. 

March 1981/Cover story: SPECIAL EDI- 
TION—Results of 1980 Fan Poll 


dehy 1981/Cover story: Atlas. PLUS: 
air, Moondogs, Wrestling II. 


June 1981/Cover stories: Morales-Khan. 


PLUS: Lawler, Slater, Piper. 

August 1981/Cover story: Freebirds, 
PLUS: Mascaras, Wrestling Il, Brisco. 
september 1981/Cover story: Back- 
lund-Mosca. PLUS: Freebirds, Flair, 
Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
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October 1981/Cover stories: Rich-Race, 
Hogan-Hansen. PLUS: Moondogs, Free- 
birds, Putski-Koloff, 

November 1981/Cover story: Rhodes- 
DiBiase. PLUS: Steamboat, Mulligan, 
McDaniel, Spoiler. 

December 1981/Cover story: Muraco- 
Morales. PLUS: Patera, Steele, Andre. 


| March 1982/Cover stories: Valentine, 


Brisco-Funk, PLUS: Steele, Flair, Hayes. 
April 1982/Cover stories: Spoiler, IdaF 
Hayes. PLUS: Morales, Super D, Ladd. 
May 1982/Cover story: Rich-Flair, 
PLUS: Backlund, Superstar, Dillon, 
Wrestling Il. 

June 1982/Cover stories: Tommy Rich, 
Jimmy Snuka, PLUS: Wrestlers rate 
each other. 

July 1982/Cover stories: Steamboat- 
Idol, Albano. PLUS: Rhodes, Patera. 
August 1982/Cover stories: Piper-Rich, 
Flair-Slater, PLUS: Rhodes, Valentine, 
Bockwinkel, 

September 1982/Cover stories: Von 
Erich, Bockwinkel. PLUS: Mascaras, 
Hansen, Rhodes, Blassie. 

October 1982/Cover story: Funk-Abdul- 
lah. PLUS: Orton, Kabuki, Von Erich. 
November 1982/Cover story: Piper. 
PLUS: Abdullah, Saito, Von Erich. 
December 1982/Cover stories: Back- 
lund-Rose, Rhodes-Flair. PLUS: Albano, 
Humperdink. 

January 1983/Cover stories: Rich, Mc- 
Daniel-Valentine, PLUS: Patera, Brisco, 
Bockwinkel. 


| February 1983/Cover stories: Flair- 


Race, Morales-Rose. PLUS: Patera, Bra- 
vo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Cover stories: Flair-Bass, 
Snuka. PLUS: Sullivan, Steamboat. 
April 1983/Cover stories: Backlund-Gra- 
ham, Briscos. PLUS: Rhodes, Hogan. 
May 1983/Cover story: Muraco. PLUS: 
Dillon, Sullivan, Reed, Brisco. 


June 1983/Cover stories: Piper, Bock- 
winkel-Patterson. PLUS: Brody, Sullivan. 


July 1983/Cover story: Valiant-Humper- 


dink. PLUS: Martel, Hernandez, Mur- 
doch, Armstrong. 
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"APRIL 1985 


October 1983/Cover stories: Martel-Val- 
entine, Mulligan, PLUS: Lawler, Von 
Erichs, Bruno. 

November 1983/Cover stories: Andre- 
Mulligan, Kamala-Brody. PLUS: Slater, 
Wrestling Il, Backlund. 

December 1983/Cover story: Windham- 
LeDuc. PLUS: Santana, Sullivan, Gar- 
vin, masked wrestlers, 


January 1984/Cover stories: Andre-Ab- 


dullah, Bockwinkel, PLUS: Gilbert, Wind- 
ham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Cover stories: Rich-Saw- 


yer, Idol-Hansen. PLUS: Martel, Par- 
sons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Cover story: Starrcade '83 
featuring Flair, Steamboat & Young- 
blood, Piper-Valentine. PLUS: Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Cover stories: Von Erich- 
Gordy, Dillon & Nagasaki. PLUS: Gra- 
ham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 

May 1984/Cover stories: LeDuc-Sawyer, 
Assassins. PLUS: The Men Who Make 
Wrestling Fly! 

June 1984/Cover stories: Windham- 
Flair, Gilbert. PLUS: Sawyer, Bockwink- 
el, Tsuruta, 

July 1984/Cover stories; Flair-Gordy. 
PLUS: Duggan, Blanchard, Brisco, AWA 
Tag team tournament. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 
T.V. SPORTS 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


PACMITSS AT, 


Amount Enclosed: $ 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 


August 1984/Cover stories: Rich & Gil- 
bert, Adams-Hayes. PLUS; Zbyszko, 
Von Erich, The Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Cover stories: Flair-- 
Steamboat, Freebirds-Von Erichs—Spe- 
cial coverage of two big cards. 

October 1984/Cover stories: Sullivan- 
Rhodes, Freebirds video. PLUS: Atlas, 
Spoiler, historic Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Cover story: Von Erich 
& Billy Jack; PLUS: Andre, Fabulous 
Ones, The Summer Wars! 

December 1984/Cover stories: Rich-Gil- 
bert, Martel. PLUS: Mascaras, Young- - 
blood, World Class action weekend. 


January 1985/Cover stories: Flair-Mc- 
Daniel, Missing Link, Backlund. PLUS: 
Fabulous Ones, Pro Wrestling USA. 
February 1985/Cover stories: Sullivan- 
Graham, Hernandez & Nicola Roberts. 
PLUS: Bruno Jr., Steamboat, Warriors. 
March 1985/Cover story: Starrcade 'B4 
featuring Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Ko- 
loffs. PLUS: 1985 Datebook, Hayes, 
wrestling school. 

April 1985/Cover stories: Von Erich- 
Blackwell, Billy Haynes-—Jesse Barr, 
PLUS: Hart, Irwins, 1985 in Pictures. 
May 1985/Cover stories: Albano, Free- 


_ birds-Flair, PLUS: Steamboat, Hernan- 


dez, Las Vegas closeup. 

June 1985/Cover story: Pro Wrestling 
U.S.A. PLUS: Von Erich, Richter, Wind- 
ham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Cover storias: Von Erich, 
WrestleMania, bloodiest matches, 
PLUS: Backlund, Snuka. 

August 1985/Cover stories: Flair vs. 
Nikita, PLUS: Orndorff, Slaughter, 
Haynes, Parade of Champions Il. 
september 1985/Cover stories: Adams 
vs. Von Erich, Orndorff. PLUS: Sawyer, 
Kamala, Barr, Atlanta action. 

October 1985/Cover stories: Martel vs. 
Hayes, Richter. PLUS: Savage, Adams, 
Magnum T.A:, Road Warriors. 
November 1985/Cover stories: Free- 
birds vs. Warriors, Mid-South action. 
PLUS: Billy Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Cover stories: Hogan, 
Zbyszko vs. Martel. PLUS: Youngblood, 
Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 


ONLY 


$3.00 EACH 
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“For Today's 
Wrestling Fan” 


I gTewagtelor-VAlglomeerel 
(=¥.4 ol ole tom alng mee) (oye 


VU 'besejiitite meds 


The Spring 1986 issue is now on sale! 


® 16 pages of color 
® Printed on coated slick paper 


'@ A WRESTLING 8 EXCLUSIVE— 


Barry Windham: The Man Who 
said “No” To The WWF 


|@ Eight color photos and a full report 


on the Russians’ trip to Washington, 
D.C.! | 

® Exciting color features on Kevin 
Von Ench; and Stan Hansen vs. 
Rick Martel 

® Interview 86: The Road Warriors 

® One On One: Four experts choose the winner ofa 
hypothetical match between Jimmy “Superily”’ Snuka and 
Randy “Macho Man” Savage 

® Full-color Private Side: Magnum T.A. 

® You Decide: Is Vince McMahon helping or hurting 
wrestling? 


|@ Jake Roberts in the “Crossfire” 
|@ Official ratings in 14 categories | 


Packed With Color Photos Of Wrestling’s 


Biggest Stars! 


The Best Keeps Getting Better! 


RICK STEAMBOAT 


(Continued from page 60) 


A Delicate Balance? 


It should be noted, however, 
that the discipline of mind and de- 
termination of purpose that Steam- 
boat has achieved may be 
jeapordized for some of the very 
reasons that Steamboat made the 
decision to come to the WWF in 
the first place: wide-scale publicity 
and championship acclaim. 

® Publicity. In the August issue 
of Cosmopolitan magazine, an art- 
cle entitled, “10 Super-Sexy Super- 
Available Sports Hunks—Do You 
stand A Sporting Chance With 
Them?” featured Steamboat as one 
of the 10 “hunks.” One has to 
wonder: With this kind of attention 
and adoration, will Steamboat be 
able to maintain the level of mental 
discipline and focus necessary to 
continue the work he’s already be- 
gun in the WWF? 

® Championships. You've heard 
the story before: Scientific sensa- 
tion and enormous fan favorite 
comes to the WWF in search of 
championship acclaim only to be 
frustrated by the fact that the two 
major WWF titles are held by fan 
favorites and WWF policy is to 
never match fan favorite against 
fan favorite. Hulk Hogan holds the 
WWF World title; Tito Santana is 
the WWF Intercontinental champi- 
on. How long can The Dragon 
withstand the frustration of not re- 
ceiving championship matches? 

Common questions, perhaps, 
but valid nonetheless. 

Yet if Steamboat is able to con- 
quer those two major hurdles, and 


| if he is able to maintain a presence 


of mind equal to his physical abili- 
ties, the success he’s already en- 
joyed in 1985 will be just the 
beginning. 

And when 1986 rolls around, it 
may truly become the greatest 
year of The Dragon ever! a 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to miegling 86 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


Pe When you subscribe, you will receive a 
A ea oe \ ea package of two magazines every three 
OS tae months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber’”’ will get: 


® Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- wont DcHANPNS HOGAN FLA, 
color magazine, Wrestling 86, the | i 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


Bri let os 


® Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action & 
Gallery,’”’ Wrestling Superstars, the Br 
magazine that takes a close-up look at HI hy 
wrestling’s biggest stars. | 


Four issues of Wrestling 86 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars—Eight Big Issues Per Year— 
for only $15.00, a savings of more than $3.00 off the newsstand price. 


fA me ee ee ee ee 


| | Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 86 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 as payment in full. 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21. U.S. funds only) 
_ Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


+ = 
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| 
| | 
| | 
| Make Check Payable And Send To: Ol NEW ONLY | 
| Tv SPORTS [] RENEWAL ! 
| BOX 48 & I 5 | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 Re | 
. | A Savings Of More Than $3 | 
| Name | 
7 Address | 
| City pe wer Ne a i 5) ee 28, ake ee 10 | 
| | 
| 


Many men have already succeeded 
in this fascinating, rapidly-growing 
new money-making field, They now 
earn what highly skilled profes: 
sionals earn, and work only when 
they want to. 


We will set you up in your own 
business without any capital, 
training, special skills or exper- 
lence needed, And best of all, you 
won't need an office or a store or 
any PLACE of business, nol even 
a Car. Everything you will need 
Gan be carried in one hand. 
Interesting? You bet! 


if 


LOSE! In fact, we have made this big money-making field so 
easy, any guy can doit. Solet us show you how—atourrisk. 
Our money-making kit includes everything you need so 
that you can immediately start making quick easy cash the 
very first day. 

90 don't delay. Your customers are waiting. ACT NOW! 


| 


| NAME ’ | A ——— 
eritiRess:|. - — eB a AOGESS| ee 
SS eee i [city Slate ___. —) 


only $ 
FREE 4s 
CASE 


OFFICIAL 
HARDWOOD 


Earn *50 an Hour 
in Your Spare Time 


SUPER MUSCLES 
‘SUPER POWER‘. 
SUPER FAST... Fr 
GUARANTEED! 


ONLY 
| Now your body will explode with 


$7.95! 


mega-muscular power—FAST—when you 
use the Muscle Power Intensity system! 


Youll quickly. . 
* BUILD RUGGED ARMS « INCREASE YOUR 


POWER * PACK ON MUSCULAR BULK 
® STRENGTHEN PHYSICAL TOUGHNESS! 
Complete instructions | 


nah sheet 
& casselle 


No Se. 
BE YOUR OWN BOSS 


Our years of service and experience stand solidly behind 
you, We will supply you with trade secrets and confidential 


eports to quarantee your instant success. SO YOU CAN'T 


The MPI system 
takes you step-by- 
step to new heights 
of contiaence, power, 


GUARANTEED $UCCES$$ 


i 


Deer Creek Products, Inc. Dept. AST 
P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 


l enclose my $10., plus $1.00 shipping and would like 
you to rush me my complete money-making kit to give 
me an instant start making high profits right away. | 
understand there is no risk on my part — that | can re- 
turn your kit within 30 days if | am not completely satis- 
fied. You will refund my money — no questions asked. 


y IT HAPPEN FOR Roe YOUR SYSTEM TODAY 


‘ Rush $795 (481.00 p & h) to: 56-0001 
s\ONALY ACHIEVEMENT PLUS 
| uncon UNCON cone 444 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 308 


] 
| 4 
Pets | ee te LY 
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BADGES! 


Choice of styles in DEWeer SS Finishes! * 


No. 201 in silver or gold 
finish. Size 254""x 2/4" 


a 


No. 200 
silver or gold 
finish 


CHOICE OF 
STITLES 


Ss a ane St Erte nea el See ee 


“DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, Inc. Dept. AST 

P.O. BOX 754, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 
Please send the following: 

No, 200-1 Siver (Gold TITLE: 2 Deputy Sheriff 0 Special 
Officer (] Special Police (] Private Detective () Special Investi- 
gator () Civil Defense (] Police CL) Secunty Guard (order includes 
FREE holder) 

lam ordering quantity of No. 200 BADGES al $4.50 for 
one... $8.50 for two ($4 each additional ona). 

No. 201 - 0 Siver Gold TITLE: 0 Special Officer 1 Spe- 
cial Police L) Security Guard (order includes FREE holder). 

lam ordering. quantity of No. 201 BADGES al $4.95 for 


2 FOR $8.50 Actual 


NIGHT STICK 


one .. . $9.35 for two ($4.50 each additional one). 
No. 202 - C) Night Stick at $5.95 for one . . . $11.00 for two. Add 
22 inches long with | $1.75 for postage and handling, 
41-inch genuine leather thong ! Add 75¢ to your badge order for postage and handling - regardless 
of quantity. MY TOTAL ORDER IS $___ 
/ ALL OUR PRODUCTS $HE95 | Name 
\/ SOLD WITH A 30-DAY Address 
\\ MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 2FORS11.00 , City 
— er) er 


YES! I'm ready for Dynamic Muscular Power! — 


Marina del Rey, CA 90291 | 


TITO SANTANA 


(Continued from page 45) 


In the NWA, Ric Flair is faced 
with literally hundreds of contena- 
ers who merit a crack at his 10 
pounds of gold. And although 
Flair honors these responsibilities 
to the point of exhaustion, he 
needn't worry about granting 
them all title shots. If, say, the 
seventh-ranked contender in the 
World Class region desires an 
NWA title match, he realizes he 
must win a regional titte—Ameri- 
can, Texas, or TV—to blast his 
way to the higher echelon of 
Flair’s waiting list. There are three 
top rungs on the NWA ladder of 
status: NWA World champion, re- 
gional champions, and top region- 
al contenders. 

In the WWF, there are no re- 
gional champions. The very 
name, ‘Intercontinental champi- 

n’ indicates the global nature of 
Tito Santana’s championship. Ba- 
sically, he faces threats from any 
wrestler who is not entirely preoc- 
cupied with Hogan’s title—and 
Hulk is engaged in no major 
feuds or struggles as of press 
time. There are no major regional 
titles in the vast environs of the 
WWF. This is one of the primary 
contributing factors in the “WWF 
burnout’ so often bewailed by our 
readers. It has been suggested 


that the WWF adopt a IV belt 
(which would be particularly ap- 
propriate for an organization that 
gets so much air time), or some 
other singles title. Perhaps they 
should adopt a regional title or 
two, to heighten interest and com- 
petition in new areas they have 
entered (e.g., Southern California, 
the Midwest). This would simulta- 
neously relieve pressure on the 
existing champions and create op- 
portunities for the many talented 
WWF wrestlers landlocked on 
undercards. 

As matters stand, however, Tito 
Santana must persevere as a 
world champion with a second- 
string title. He faces virtually the 
same opponents as Hulk Hogan. 
He maintains a busier schedule 
than Hogan, and his home territo- 
ry, like Hogan’s, encompasses 
the planet Earth. He is not a re- 


gional kingpin bucking for the ulti- | 
mate throne. He is, in all respects, — 


a world champion. 

One wonders what is going 
through Tito’s mind as he at- 
tempts to twist Iron Mike Sharpe’s 
left arm out of its tender socket 
(pictured above). Perhaps he real- 
izes that Sharpe is one of the 
tough, extremely skilled .500 
wrestlers in the WWF who would 


benefit from a regional or TV title. 


to chase. (Throughout his career, 
Sharpe has been a local champi- 
on and a WWF enigma.) Perhaps 
Tito is intent upon proving to his 
beloved fans that he is, indeed, a 
true world champion. And _ per- 
haps—just possibly—he envisions 
a blond (but balding) giant of a 
man on the other end of his 
armtwist, a man he actually bat- 
tled to several indecisive finishes 
in the WWF in 1980—a man who 
was then jeered at and spat upon 
by the fans, a man who would go 


on to become the most popular 


wrestler of the decade. 

_ Tito Santana may never wrestle 
Hulk Hogan. But he remains a 
world champion in the hearts of 
his fans. C] 


J ’ | i | 
i : hes 
a ms... 
| 1, | i 


WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages, in- 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 


The All-American Back Issue Offer! 
tx x % ONLY $3.00 EACH * *« * 
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| Make check payable and send to: 


| TV SPORTS ONLY $3.00 EACH 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
| WRESTLING USA 
CISPRING 1984 FALL 1984 _ISPRING 1985 DIFALL 1985 
CISUMMER 1984 CIWINTER 1984 CISUMMER 1985 CIWINTER 1985 


Please send me the back issues |’ve checked. | enclose $3.00 for each issue 
I've ordered. 


| Print your name and address clearly 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT#. 


OY) eS STATE ZIP 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 for 
each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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YOU'LL LOOK SENSATIONAL 


INSTAN 


NO SUN! NO LAMPS! NO DRUGS! 


Get the world’s safest tan! 
Get the world’s fastest tan! 
Get the most affordable tan! 


AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE 
A PILL OR WAIT ONE MINUTE! 


Talk about good looks! Nothing makes you look better, 
healthier, more energetic than a rich, golden tan. We all 
know what some people will go through to achieve it. . . 
hours of sitting in the broiling sun or basking on a roof- 
top or sweltering under an expensive sun lamp... and 
now... some have even been induced to take pills... 
that promise to tan you from the inside. But how 
would you like to be able to put on a rich, satiny- 
finish golden tan as easily as putting on your clothes? 
And a more beautiful tan than you can get from the sun 
or a lamp or any pill! Marvelous INSTANTAN is here 
now and creating a whole new happy following of 
boosters. 


Lasts as long as a sun tan! 
Won't come off till you want itto! 


INSTANTAN is not just another cover-up. 
{t's an entirely new KIND of a product... 
that slips on as smooth as cream... sinks 
into the skin like a real suntan, without 
streaks or give-away signs of any kind and 
leaves you with a tan that’s better, safer 
and more flattering than any sunbather or 
sunlamp sitter or pill-taker, Swim with it. 
Shower with it. But show it off as much as 
possible and watch them all envy that 
golden satiny, healthy-looking gloss. 


Great tan for your entire body! 


We want to emphasize , .. INSTANTAN is GOOD for 
your skin, [ts dermatologically formulated with a collec- 
tion of your skin's best helpers... plus an ingredient that 
adds a pigment developed with the aid of men's fashion 
consultants to achieve the color and glow most flattering 
to macho men. It contains elements that no other product 
ofits kind has ever been able to boast before, [tis indeed 
sciénce’s answer to a long-standing demand for a skin- 
tanning process that takes no time at all and does away 
with tedious methods now practiced. 


Costs less in time and money! 


Sun bathing takes lots of time and costs money in travel, 
lotions, and hours of basking in strong sunlight. 
INSTANTAN costs only pennies per application; 
takes only minutes and actually improves your skin 
better than lotions and balms and ointments costing up 
to ten times as much, And here's one MORE but very 
important PLUS... INSTANTAN is guaranteed ... 
and we mean UNCONDITIONALLY .. . to be all we 
say . . . and to do all we promise .. . as fast as we say it 
will. All we want you to do js try dt. Spread a little on 


your skin. See how great it FEELS. Notice how great it 
looks! That satiny golden sheen. That healthy 
beachcomber look. That jet-setter vacation affluence 
you emanate. You'll have the look you've been envying 
on others. The glow of success. The appearance of well- 
being, And undemeath your tan, your skin will take on 
a fine, smooth tone that only a well-cared-for com- 
plexion has. 


High quality skin-care product. 
Guaranteed to improve your skin. 


Men of fair skin whom nature cheated out of the joy ofa 
rich, healthy tan by making them tum beet-red and 
suffer pain, stop hiding from threatening ultra-violet 
rays! Your time has come! Spread on INSTANTAN and 
look marvelous! Stop worrying about the vulnerability 
to skin disease. INSTANTAN is good for fair skin 
especially! See how smooth, flexible and youthful your 
skin will become: Say goodbye to the lobster look 
and say hello to that rich, golden, satin-gloss look 
you've always wished for. Fair skin or olive skin . . . 
INSTANTAN is for you. Wait till you see for yourself! 


Not just a skin cover but a deep- 
down penetrating treatment. 


We want you to give INSTANTAN the quick-spread test. 
Just rud it on any part of your body. See how it sinks 
INTO your skin. Flow smoothly it spreads. How good it 
feels. And how its satiny finish looks like the perfect 
suntan in rich glow, color and texture. How natural! 


Your friends wil compliment you... and envy you. 


INSTANTAN is the triumphant result 
of persistant, patient, extensive 
scientific research! 


Dermatologists, bio-chemists, pharmacists and 
researchers pooled their collective knowledge to bring 
forth a product that works like magic. Soothes, 
smooths, colors, nourishes, protects, improves and 
stays on. Then off it comes, completely and easily 
WHEN YOU WANT IT TO. If that isn't something to 
shout about, we don’t know our miracles , . . and we've 
brought forth a few. Try it yourself without risk. 


Al personal note from us to you... 


Before INSTANTAN is offered through national 
retail channels, we have induced the laboratories not 
only to permit us to bring this wonder product to you 
by mail order, but to let us set the price as low as 


possible for a predetermined time. The great success 
we have had with over a dozen new products in the 
very recent past has given us special prestige with 
research laboratories, not to mention an enviable | 
position among consumers. Our guarantee on all our | 
products means a lot, 


WITH 
YOUR 


No more of broiling! No 
more waiting! Tan right away! 
GLOWING NATURAL BRONZE! 


Ever on the alert to bring our many friends new and 
wonderful products at prices they can well afford, we 
are justifiably proud to bring you INSTANTAN because 
we know of nothing else like it, So confident are we that 
you will not only delight in it but tell your closest friends 
and family about it that we have specially lowered the 
offering price in anticipation of extraordinarily large 
volume through recommendation, Only by trying it can 
you even begin to appreciate it. Therefore, we urge you 
to order now and get our quick delivery, 


If you're not absolutely thrilled 
with what INSTANTAN does for 
you return it for full refund! 


What else can we do but impress upon you the fact that 
we take all the risk? How else can we convince you that 
we are JUCMs sincere when we make claims that are so 
sensational they are hard to believe? But if you try this 
product and for any reason feel even the slightest bit 
dissatisfied, we will gladly refund your money. Our good 
reputation is at stake. 


PO NN doe a ra a os 
| NANCY JONES HEALTH WORLD, INC. Dept. A2T | 


| P.O. BOX 879, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 


: OKAY! Send me a supply of INSTANTAN and if it 1 
| doesn't produce a better tan than the sum, oralampor ! 
| Pills I understand I can get my money back... no ! 
| delay or questions . . . ) 
\ [j Standard supply. . $6.95 
i [| Double supply... 12.75 \ 
'/ am adding $1.00 to cover postage and handling. { 
i 
| 
Name _ ; 
i 
l 
| Address | 
I | 
lant 
, City I 
| ; State Zip 
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THIS MONTH IN... 
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For the an of his valet/ manager — 
ELIZABETH—RANDY SAVAGE must’ 
beat HULK HOGAN! 


The World Class fans are in for a rude 
awakening, because RICK RUDE is 
now the best wrestler in Texas 


PLUS... 

Wrestling executioner LORD 
HUMONGOUS: Behind the mask is the 
face of death! . . 

U.S. title will not fall into NIKITA 

KOLOFF’S hands!” ...O&A 
interview with WENDI RICHTER ... 

KEVIN VON ERICH is in the Spotlight 

_, . LEX LUGAR claims he’ll run 
BARRY WINDHAM back to the WWF 

Allthis and much more... 
in the April 1986 issue of 
The Wrestler 
ON SALE NOW! 


. MAGNUM T.A:: “My 


Unsiele 


Starrcade’s over, but the feud rages 
on! Can DUSTY RHODES and RIC 
FLAIR survive 1986? 


Are THE VON ERICHS mabe their 
’ cousin LANCE their fall guy? 


PLUS... 

The AWA’s future is in SCOTT 
HALL’S hands... ANDRE THE 
GIANT’S battle plan: slay two giants to 
capture a weasel! .. . “Hotseat” 
interview with BILL WATTS: “HULK 
HOGAN couldn’t last five minutes ina 
Mid-South match!” ... STAN HANSEN 
and RICK MARTEL go “One on One” 


All this and much more... 
in the April 1986 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 
ON SALE NOW! 


- 


Butch Reed 


NWA 


World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
4—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
5—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
6—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
7—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
8—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
9—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
10—LANCE VON ERICH 
245, Dallas 


68 


KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


TOP10 
1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
4_-MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
5—STAN HANSEN 
322, Borger, TX 
6—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
7—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
8—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
9—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 


10—RICK MARTEL 


236, Quebec City, Quebec 


AWA 
World Champion: 
STAN HANSEN 
322, Borger, TX 
1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
2—RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
4—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 
5—BORIS ZUKHOV 
254, Leningrad, Russia 
6—SCOTT HALL 
290, Minneapolis, MN 
1—THE BARBARIAN 
316, parts unknown 
8—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 
9—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
10—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 
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TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 1 contenders to AWA and NWA World tag team titles 
Combined weight: 567 pounds 


2—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
ms 


NWA World tag team champio. 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 


3—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 
Combined weight: 524 pounds 


4—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


WWF World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 511 pounds 


5—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 
National tag team champions 
Combined weight: 525 pounds 


6—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 
World Class tag team champions 


Combined weight: 454 pounds 


7—JIM GARVIN & STEVE REGAL 
AWA World tag team champions 


Combined weight: 473 pounds 


8—DYNAMITE KID & DAVEY BOY SMITH 


No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 


Combined weight: 461 pounds 


9—STEVE WILLIAMS & TED DiBIASE 


Mid-South tag team champions 
Combined weight: 542 pounds 


10—KERRY & KEVIN VON ERICH 


No. 1 contenders to World Class tag team title 


Combined weight: 499 pounds 


WWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
World Champion: 1—MAGNUM T.A. 
HULK HOGAN 245, Chesapeake, VA 
302, Venice Beach, CA 2—DUSTY RHODES 
1—TITO SANTANA 302, Austin, TX 
245, Mission, TX 3—KRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 303, Thief River Falls, MN 
245, Sarasota, FL 4—TULLY BLANCHARD 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 239, San Antonio, TX 


238, Honolulu, HI 


3S—NIKITA KOLOFF 


4—PAUL ORNDORFF 275, Moscow, Russia 

298, Brandon, Fl 6—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
5—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 260, Paradise Valley, AZ 

2/4, Sunset Beach, HA 7—KONGA THE BARBARIAN 
6—TERRY FUNK 265, Chicago, I] 

247, Amauillo, TX 8—SAM HOUSTON 
7—KING KONG BUNDY 218, Waco, TX 

446, Atlantic City, NJ 9—RONNIE GARVIN 
8—RODDY PIPER 231, Montreal, Quebec 

231, Scotland 10—JIMMY VALIANT 
9—ANDRE THE GIANT 251, New York, NY 

505, Grenoble, France 
10—JOHN STUDD 

364, Washington, DC 


WORLD CLASS 
1—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—THE GRAPPLER 
241, parts unknown 
3—BRIAN ADIDAS 
200, Denton, TX 
4—-KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
5—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
6—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
7—CHRIS ADAMS 
230, Stratford, England 
yn CE VON ERICH 
260, Dallas, TX 


9—THE MISSING LINK 
273, parts unknown 
10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 


CONTINENTAL 

1—ROBERTO SOTO 

231, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
2—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 

227, South Wales 
3—ROBERT FULLER 

238, Dyresburg, TN 
4—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Manetta, GA 
5—TIM HORNER 

235, Momstown, TN 
6—THE BULLET 

204, parts unknown 
7—MR. OLYMPIA 

245, parts unknown 
8—RON FULLER 

2/5, Knoxville, TN 
9—TOMMY RICH 

238, Hendersonville, TN 
10—JOHNNY RICH 

232, Hendersonville, TN 


MID-SOUTH 
1—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
2—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 


3—HUMONGOUS 
318, parts unknown 


4—STEVE 
4685, Tulsa, OK 
5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
6—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FI 
1—DICK MURDOCH 
210, Waxahachie, TX 
8—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
§9—BUZZ SAWYER 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 
10—JAKE ROBERTS 
243, Baton Rouge, LA 


NORTHWEST 
1—BOBBY JAGGERS 
, Dunlap, KS 
2—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland 
3—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
4—WEGA MAHARISHI 
260, Portland, OR 
5—MIKE MILLER 
260, Memphis, TN 
6—TOM ZENK 
23/, Robbinsdale, MN 
1—MOONDOG MORETTI 
245, Boise, ID 
8—GARY ROYAL 
231, Kansas City, MO 
9—BRADY BOONE 
236, Charlotte, NC 


10—BILLY TWO EAGLES 
223, San Antonio, TX 


— ——— 
= ase Sy je Oa 
; F 4 , ee 2 pee 
7 i larg ea skeen . 
‘ 4 Ane - . Dew 
2 5 A a ee . 


FLORIDA 
1—LEX LUGAR 
280, Chicago, IL 
2—KENDALL WINDHAM 
240, Sweetwater, TX 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
4—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
209, Boston, MA 
5—MIKE GRAHAM 
dad, Tampa, FL 
6—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 
310, Sweetwater, TX 
7—MAYA SINGH 
273, Tampa, FL 
8—TYREE PRIDE 
aol, Haiti 
9—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 


10—HECTOR GUERRERO 
243, Mexico 


MOST POPULAR 
1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 
298, Honolulu, HI 
6—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
1—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
8—HACKSAW DUGGAN — 
280, New York, NY 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
10—HILLBILLY JIM 
282, Mud Lick, KY 
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1—BILL DUNDEE 

214, Melbourne, Australia 
2—JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
3—DUTCH MANTEL 

242, Bucksnorth, TN 
4—KOKO WARE 

229, Union City, TN 
5—PHIL HICKERSON 

200, Jackson, TN 
6—HARLEY RACE 

253, Kansas City, MO 
7—TARRAS BULBA 

237, Outer Mongolia 
8—BOTA 

270, Maon Islands 
§—JERRY JARRETT 

223, Nashville, TN 

10—TOJO YAMAMOTO 
230, Tokyo, Japan 


MOST HATED 

1—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
3—DICK MURDOCH 

270, Waxahachie, TX 
4—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunset Beach, HI 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 

216, Moscow, Russia 
6—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
7—STAN HANSEN 

322, Borger, eh 


8—CHRIS AD 
230, Stratford, | Eran 


—STEVE 
295, Tulsa, OK 
10—TULLY BLANCHARD 
435, San Antonio, TX 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 


rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 


reading for all wrestling fans. 


For every action ... Back in the February 1986 edition of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, we experimented with something a 
little bit unusual: ratings for a category normally never rated. 
Mainly, ratings of wrestling announcers. 

As we pointed out then, announcers are in fact quite 
rateable. There are very good wrestling announcers and 
there are very bad wrestling announcers, and reasons for 
any person being one or the other. The top 10 we listed 
were ranked on the basis of several criteria. 

First and foremost of those criteria was knowledge. An ana- 
lyst of match action should be knowledgeable enough to 
recognize that a particular wrestler has various strengths and 

weaknesses, and should recognize when those strengths and 
weaknesses come into play. The announcer should also know 
that the wrestler has a history of competition behind him. 
Several WWF announcers, for example, are notorious for ignor- 
ing the past of a wrestler who has just entered the region. 

Other important criteria involved delivery (how smoothly an 
individual speaks on the air, and how understandable the 
words are that he is saying), analysis (tying together diverse 
elements both of a wrestler’s history and of current events in 
his career to provide a perspective on the individual), and 
objectivity (an announcer should not be overly partial to either 
popular or hated wrestlers). Plus pure entertainment value. 

Beneath each announcer’s name is listed the area or areas 
for which they do commentary. No distinction was made 
between blow-by-blow or color commentators, as most wres- 
tling announcers tend to do double duty in this area. 


| ANNOUNCERS TOP 10 
1—JESSE VENTURA 

World Wrestling Federation 
2—TONY SCHIAVONE 

World Championship Wrestling 
3—GORDON SOLIE 

Florida & Continental areas 
4—jIM ROSS 

Mid-South Wrestling 
5—JOEL WATTS 

Mid-South Wrestling 
6—MARK LOWRENCE 

World Class Wrestling 
7—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

World Wrestling Federation 
8—LANCE RUSSELL 

Mid-Southern Wrestling 
9—KEN RESNICK 

American Wrestling Association 
10—BILL MERCER 

World Class Wrestling 


... there is an equal and opposite reaction: Hoo, boy! When 
we published those announcer ratings, we never imagined 
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that we'd receive the kind of response we did. But we did. 

There was one letter we received that was just dripping 
with venom. It couldn’t be ignored. 

Once again, with the caveat that the following are his 
Opinions and his alone, we present Chuck Brinson of Bos- 
ton, who had this to say: 

! have had it up to here with your lousy ratings system. If 
! had an infinite number of monkeys typing away on an 
infinite number of typewriters for an infinite number of 
years, they might come up with all of Shakespeare’s plays, | 
but they couldn't come close to producing the level of | 
stupidity | see reflected each month in your ratings and in | 
“Ratings Analysis.” | 

But the February 1986 issue of Pro Wrestling IIlustrated was 
the last straw. Announcer ratings? What a waste of space! 
And you didn’t even take the proper tack with them. If | 
you're going to rate announcers, most of which are horrible 
to begin with (granted, Ventura is funny and Solie is a great 
analyst) why not rate the 10 worst announcers in the sport? 

In order to correct your gross error, I’ve included.my own | 
ratings, 10 through one, with 10 being the absolute worst 
announcer I’ve ever seen or heard, and the next nine being 
pretty damn close. Print these ratings—if you dare! And by | 
the way, doesn't it tell you something that half of these lousy | 
10 are WWF announcers? 


BRINSON’S BOTTOM 10 | 
10—GORILLA MONSOON | 
WWF wrestling | 
9—KEN RESNICK 
Pro Wrestling USA 
8—VINCE McMAHON 
WWF wrestling 
7—BOB CAUDLE 
Mid-Atlantic wrestling 
6—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
WWF wrestling 
5—BILL MERCER 
World Class wrestling 
4—LARRY NELSON 
AWA wrestling 
3—LORD AL HAYS 
Wrestling TNT 
2—DAVID CROCKETT 
World Championship Wrestling 
1—GENE OKERLUND 
WWF wrestling 


Lord Al Hays | 


The address for mail: There's no reason you shouldn't 
send us abusive mail, just as Chuck Brinson did. 
Forward your comments to: “Ratings Analysis” c/o 
Victory Sports Wrestling; Box 48; Rockville Centre; 
New York 11570. O 


in SMALL ENGINE — 
service and repair 


Start your own money © 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to ae a 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


65-million small seaines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to-make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 


biles, generators, snowblowers, pairit 
sprayers... 


the list is almost endless. 


” No experience necessary. 


You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of as way. 


Youre receive ‘trade secrets. secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”... all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


‘I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.” Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail, DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


. SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
fact-filled 50818 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


FREE There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! — 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP. ... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE ,50818FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


_] YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


Tells how you quickly Name 
train to be your own boss 
| in a profitable Sparetime Address - ——— 
or Fulltime business of 
i | your own PLUS complete City__ _ 
| details on our 30-Da 
NO K Tria State — Zip 


Offer! 
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~ WRESTLING'S BEST — 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


[Pp [R@ WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (Published Monthly) ° 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting — ) 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘“Year-End Awards Issue”’ provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a ) 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements, in our special 
fan ballot. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 


[LE 


career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each issue’s ques | 
“Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with one of O58, Se . 
wrestling’s top names. . . . ‘“Wrestling Enquirer’’ brings you the up-to-the- 


minute news as of presstime . . . Award-winning columns from wrestling’s w 
most respected staff of indeperident journalists . .. Comprehensive y | 
ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis” .. . 
All this and more—every month! 


, - 
4a 
THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM @ 7 | 
‘ a . 


On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


- 


INGSIBE WRESTLING (Published Monthly) 


‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling’ works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat”’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals voice their hatred over 
the airwaves . . . Award-winning columns from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . ‘Where 
Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts of four top wrestlers . . . ‘Capsule Profile” provides a 
mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major mat star . . .-All this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: “Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ‘‘Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue... “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 

questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


~ 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 
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Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 


action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of twol 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


Send To:TV Sports . 36 Magazines For Only $42: 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
~ Name 
City . State Ap —— 
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